
Easter 2017 - Keynote

“Early on Sunday morning, as the new day was dawning, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went out to visit the tomb. Suddenly there was a great 
earthquake! For an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled aside 
the stone, and sat on it. His face shone like lightning, and his clothing was 
as white as snow. The guards shook with fear when they saw him, and they 
fell into a dead faint. Then the angel spoke to the women. “Don’t be afraid!” 
he said. “I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He isn’t here! 
He is risen from the dead, just as he said would happen.” (Matthew 28:1-6) 

Today, there are hundreds of millions of Christians gathering….

So Why? 

Well because it isn’t just some belief or some religion…

And in this room today. Many of us have met Jesus…

I’ve looked….

But for the Christian, it’s not just the evidence. It’s also the fact that this 
Jesus has changed our lives…

So, today I don’t want to talk about if Jesus actually rose from the dead or 
not. History has spoken on that. What I want to talk about, is:
If Jesus rose from the dead, then what does that mean for us? 

Christian, What does that mean for you today? 

Those of you who are seeking… 

For the person who’s like, “I don’t really need God. I’m a pretty good 
person. I certainly don’t need a savior.”

Or those of you who are here today just to make your spouse or 
parent happy. 
What does Jesus rising from the dead mean for you? 



But is it possible, that maybe, this Jesus predicting and then pulling off his 
own death and resurrection, maybe could have some implication for your 
life today? I think it’s possible. 

So then, what does it mean? Well, it means a lot of stuff. 

First: Jesus rising from the dead means that we are not alone in this 
world. 
- If Jesus really died, and really rose from the dead, then it could’ve only 

happened one way. By the power of God.

Jesus rising from the dead means that there is life after death for 
those who believe. 
- Before Jesus even rose from the dead He said, “I am the resurrection 

and the life. Anyone who believes in me, even though they die, they 
will live”. 
- THIS LIFE can be cruel…

- Jesus rising from the dead means, that this place, and this life is 
not the end. 

Jesus rising from the dead means that we have power and purpose.  
Jesus only rose from the dead by the power of God. It wasn’t some trick, or 
delusion. It was the POWER of God. But Rom. 8 says that “The same 
power the rose Jesus from the dead is now working in you.” Follower 
of Jesus. 

You’re not: 
- Conquered. 
- Defeated. 

- You are more than a conquerer. 

- Not an: Addict. Not Worthless.
- Are powerful. You are God’s masterpiece. 



- So stop living like you’re an unwanted, filthy slave to sin. You’ve been 
crucified with Christ, and you’ve been raised to newness of life. The 
same power that raised Christ from the dead is working in you. 

And with that power comes a purpose. 

- 2 Cor. 5:20 - Ambassador for Christ. 
- Jesus said “Light of the world” (as you pattern your life after the life of 

Jesus, that the world will see your good works and give glory to God). 
- That’s who you are. Jesus rising from the dead means that you 

have power and purpose. So live like it! 

So, Jesus rising from the dead means a lot of things for us. But, I think the 
most important thing that it means is… 

Jesus rising from the dead, means that He is who He says He is. 
- Major League baseball illustration. 

- Jesus rising from the dead authenticates his claim of being the 
Son of God. Because who else could rise from the dead? Nobody 
does that. 

- You can’t go to school for that. Your’e not like born with it. 

- Rom. 1:4 says that “Jesus was declared to be the son of God, when 
He was raised from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

I have yet to run into someone, educated or not, who has anything 
legitimately bad to say about Jesus. (Muslims, Hindus, Jews, etc)

- Very few people are talking trash about Jesus. 
- But, you can’t call him a prophet, a guru, or a great rabbi, and then 

ignore what He says. Either Jesus is who he said he is, or he’s a lunatic; 
or at best, a liar.

- But if he was a liar or lunatic, you still can’t escape the fact that He rose 
from the dead. And if he rose from the dead, then that authenticates 
everything Jesus said. The resurrection is His seal. It’s his stamp of 
authenticity.



- I’m gonna be honest. Since our baby died from a birth defect a 
couple of years ago, I’ve doubted a lot of things about God. 

- Christian when I was 16
- But then you grow up a little bit. You watch some really bad things 

happen.
- and so you begin to wonder, “Is this real? Is this whole Jesus 

thing real? 

- You know, when you’re young, you know everything. And the older I get, 
it seems like, the less I actually know. 
- God is so much bigger, and gnarlier, and more mysterious than I 

ever thought He was. 

- But I cannot escape the evidence, both historically, and 
personally — experientially, that Jesus really is alive. He really did 
rise from he dead.

- If Jesus is alive, then he really is who he says he is. 

“In this world, you’re gonna have trouble. But be of good cheer, for I 
have over come the world.” that He means. 

“I will never leave you. Nor forsake. I’ll be with you even until the end 
of the age.” You can bank on that. 

“Come to me, all you who are weary, and I will give you rest. That we 
can bank on that. 

“God loved the world so much, that He gave His only son, that 
whoever believes in Him will not perish, but have everlasting life,” that 
you can take those words to heart. You can take that to the bank. 

Jesus said and did a lot of things. But 
Ultimately why He came is really simple.
- 1. To show us what God is like. (“If you’ve see me, then you’ve seen the 

Father.”)
- 2. To seek out and save lost people. (“The son of man has come to seek 



and save those who are lost”) 

- And you know what… He’s still doing that. Right now Jesus is seeking 
you, and wants to save you. You might ask, “save me from what?”. I 
don’t need saving dude. I’m good. 

- Well, Jesus, the prophet, the rabbi, the guru. The one who claimed to be 
the Son of God, and I would say proved it by rising from dead, would say 
that weather we know it or not, 

- We are all perishing apart from God. And thus, need saving.

Today God wants to save you FROM something, and He wants to save you 
TO something. 

God wants to save you from the penalty of sin. 

We were born with a disease. Not a physical one. A spiritual one. You ever 
wondered why we have the capacity to harm one another? Why we have 
the capacity to say and do some of the things we do? To deceive. To cheat. 
To steel. Why is our natural MO to look out for me, and get what’s 
mine? It’s the result of us being born as sinners. I never taught my 4 year 
old son how to lie to me. He just does it. The poor kid was born with a 
disease. And he needs to be saved. (Keynote:We have all sinned.) 

And God looks at our sin as a just judge, and says, “somebody’s gotta pay 
for that.” (Keynote:Somebody has got to pay for our sin)God is righteous 
and holy. And, therefore he doesn’t just turn a blind eye to sin. God is more 
kind, generous, loving than you could ever imagine, but that doesn’t mean 
that he’s a Grandpa who winks at sin. He is just, and so our sin cannot go 
unpunished.

And THAT why Jesus came. He came to take the punishment for our sin. 
The Bible says that The wages of sin is death. And so Jesus came to die. 

That’s why Jesus died. He died to pay our debt. To pay your debt. To pay 
my debt. Because He loved us. I mentioned a minute ago, that the wages 
of sin is death. The second half of that scripture says, “BUT the free gift of 
God is eternal life through Christ Jesus” (Keynote:The wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus). 



- It’s a gift, for you. And it’s free. But like any gift, you’ve gotta receive 
it. The Bible says that “To all who believed in His name; to all who received 
Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God. 

Do you want to be made right with God today? 
- Believe in Jesus. Believe that Jesus died to pay the penalty for you 

sins. Believe that He was raised from the dead. And receive Him. Receive 
him into your life. Welcome Him into your life. God did all that needed to be 
done. And he stands here with the free gift of salvation. But you’ve got to 
receive it.

But God doesn’t just want to save us FROM something today. He also 
wants to save us TO something. 

God wants to save us to himself. 
 
Did you know that You were created to have a relationship with God. 
And that every good thing that you experience in this life is just a 
taste of what you were made for?

That relationship that you enjoy so much. That intimacy that you 
experience. That love that you feel. That satisfaction that you get after you 
finish a long project. That joy that comes from buying a new toy. That stoke 
that you get from a good hike, or a good wave, a good coffee. The taste of 
a perfectly prepared meal. It’s a TASTE. That’s all that is. Every good thing 
we experience in this life is just a foreshadow of something better. 

And you may not realize that. You may not know what to call it. But it all 
points to the architect. 

And it is THERE that we find LIFE. Not a foreshadow, not a taste. Actual 
Abundant life - that’s what Jesus called it. And not just abundant life here, 
but abundant eternal life also. For those who trust in Jesus there is hope 
after the grave. This life is not the end for those who trust in him.  


