
“The Day Jesus Got Angry”   

Matthew 21:12-17 
12 And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and 
he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 13 
He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a 
den of robbers.” 

14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when 
the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying 
out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, 16 and they said to 
him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, 

“‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies 
    you have prepared praise’?” 
17 And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there. 

Angry Jesus! This isn’t a Jesus we get to see very often. There are a few areas in scripture 
where we get a glimpse of Jesus becoming angry. Usually it manifests itself in a sarcastic 
comment to the religious leaders or calling Peter Satan… But here Jesus gets physical. He is 
flipping tables.  

We usually think of God the Father (Yahweh) being the angry one, don’t we? Or at least sub-
consciously I feel like the peaceful almost hippy-like Jesus is a means to compensate for all 
the angry God we got in the old testament.  

Same God. Same story… And it would do us good to pay attention to what makes God an-
gry… Because like many of us, what angers him most comes from a place of what he loves 
most as well.  

• I love food more than most things on this earth. What makes me most angry, is when my 
food is messed with or inaccessible when I desire it. My love for food informs my anger for 
lack of food.  

• More serious example: My love for my wife inspires any anger I may feel towards some-
one who has treated her poorly.  

If we look at the story of God in the bible, it becomes very clear as to what he loves… He 
loves to dwell with his people and bless them…  



1 - EDEN - Genesis 1:27-28 - So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He 
created him; male and female He created them. Then God blessed them…  

2 - ABRAHAM & HIS SONS - Genesis 17:7 - 7 And I will establish My covenant between Me 
and you and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to 
be God to you and your descendants after you & Genesis 22:18 In your seed all the nations 
of the earth shall be blessed 

God has this divine plan to bring all of the nations into intimacy and unity with him… It starts 
with him establishing a nation - a people group. A nation that will grow in the tension of the 
flesh and spirit. Struggling to gain unity with God…  

A nation whose history would be centered around a Holy God pursuing them at all costs… A 
God that would send plagues, part seas, shatter the earth, and demolish walls to get to them 
and to bless them.  

3 - THE ARK OF THE COVENANT & THE TABERNACLE  

God wants to dwell with his people…  

5 - THE TEMPLE - Then the temple was established. A place where people would travel thou-
sands of miles to visit and commune with God. Here, there would pray and make sacrifice.  

Sacrifices would be made and offered up to God - These sacrifices, the innocent blood of an-
imals shed, were a picture of the consequence sin had on humanity. Ultimately pointing to-
wards the greater sacrifice Jesus would make just a week later.  

This temple is where the people’s sins would be brought before God… And to implore of 
God to forgive them, bless them, and embolden them. It was a place of worship and repen-
tance.  

And this was not just a practice for the people of Israel… People from all nations would flock 
to the temple. Not just Jews, but Gentiles too!  

In fact, there was an entire outer section of the temple dedicated for Gentiles to come and 
commune with God! This is SO CRAZY! Because that was God’s desire all along, that all the 
nations would be blessed! Remember in Genesis 22? That was the original promise!  

Guess what section of the temple was being used for making money… So not only are the 
gentiles not able to come and worship, but the poor were unable to worship God too. Be-
cause the temple currency had a super crazy exchange rate. These people were inhibiting the 
outcasts and the poor from worshiping God. The temple was where God decided to make 
himself present… Greed was keeping the poor and needy from accessing him.  



They were making them buy their own atonement, but only the blood of Christ can do that.  

So Jesus gets mad… He flips the tables over… Because the heart of God is to be with his 
children.  

Isaiah 56:3-7 - Do not let the son of the foreigner who has joined himself to the Lord 
Speak, saying, “The Lord has utterly separated me from His people”; nor let the eunuch say, 
“Here I am, a dry tree.”  

For thus says the Lord: “To the eunuchs who keep My Sabbaths, and choose what pleases Me, 
and hold fast My covenant, even to them I will give in My house and within My walls a place 
and a name better than that of sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that 
shall not be cut off. 6 “Also the sons of the foreigner who join themselves to the Lord, to serve 
Him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be His servants— Everyone who keeps from defiling 
the Sabbath, and holds fast My covenant— 7 even them I will bring to My holy mountain, and 
make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be ac-
cepted on My altar; for My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.” 

It has always been God’s desire to bring all nations to himself. And it has always been his 
desire to create avenues for people to speak with him, to worship him, to be with him, and 
to walk with him.  

Before the veil was torn, this is where people would be with God… What we see Jesus doing 
here is violently driving out that which is separating the people from experiencing intimacy 
with God.  

It is a picture of what Jesus would do on the cross… The cross was the most violent upheaval 
of sin this world has ever seen.  

Just as Jesus violently flipped the tables that were separating people from 
experiencing unity with God, he violently crucifies the very sins keeping you 
from him.  

These gentiles were hopeless to come before God and ask for forgiveness at the temple… So 
Jesus made a way…  



He does this with us… Ephesians 2 11-13 says, Therefore remember that at one time you 
Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is 
made in the flesh by hands— remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, 
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having 
no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off 
have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

The entire narrative of scripture is that we have so many barriers keeping us from a life of 
peace with God - and that God will stop at nothing until all of those barriers are flipped over 
and done away with.  

Romans 8:38-39 says, For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Jesus removed all barriers between us and God on the cross… He flipped our tables if you 
want to use that metaphor.  

14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them. 

The temple was a place for the reconciling, atoning, and healing work of God… These peo-
ple felt the freedom to come to Jesus and be ministered to by him.  

Hebrews 4:16 says, Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

I think having confidence that God wants to hear from us and speak to us changes our per-
spective on prayer, doesn’t it? He bends his ear to hear us - he makes avenues for us to pray 
to him.  

This grand table flipping work Christ did on the cross allowed for prayer to have its full and 
unhindered affect on our lives… 

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you” (Matthew 7:7). 

“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). 

There is no actual impact we are able to make as Christians without stepping into unity with 
God in prayer. Seeking him corporately and personally in prayer is how God desires his 
house to be used. He’s made a way for us access him.  



May this never be a house for merely preaching and learning… But a place where we take 
advantage of the unity provided us through the shedding of Christ’s blood.  

ASK!!! KNOCK!! There’s almost this urging in Jesus’ words. What does Jesus ask of the disci-
ples before he goes to die? He asks, “Will you pray with me?” 

Ephesians 2:18-22 
For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the house-
hold of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself 
being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by 
the Spirit. 

Jesus says, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’. This is his house. And according to 
Ephesians 2, we are his house…  

15 But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the 
children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, 16 and 
they said to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you 
never read, 


