
The Reality of Christmas - Jesus our Greatest Gift  

Dom Comes Up (nobody prays) 

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she became pregnant through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. After this, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife. For the child within 
her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All of this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”)…. At that time the Roman 
emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the Roman Empire. 
And so, everyone returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this census. And 
because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, 
David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He took with 
him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a child. And while they were 
there, the time came for her baby to be born. She gave birth to her firstborn son. She 
wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
lodging available for them. And they named Him “Jesus”, just as the angel had commanded 
them to do…. Now unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given…  And this Son came not 
to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. (Luke 2:1-7; Ref. 
Mathew 1:21; Matthew 1:18-23; Isaiah 9:6; Mark 10:45) 

Pray. (band exits stage while Dom is praying) 

Merry Christmas everyone.


- So we have three kids. And our middle kid Solomon is 10. And he’s a mini me (in pretty 
much everything)….


- My son is filled with anticipation and excitement for the coming of a good thing, namely 
Christmas. And why wouldn’t he be? 

- Now, I’ll be honest. Like most kids, he is mostly excited about one specific thing about 

Christmas. Right? The presents. 


- Everybody loves a free gift. But the reality is, half of the stuff my son is going to get from 
all his family and friends, he is going to enjoy for a few days or weeks, and then it’s gonna 
get put on a shelf, or in a drawer and be forgotten about.


- It’s like this stuff has an expiration date when it will stop meaning as much to him as it 
once did, or it break. 


- And even the best gifts are this way right?
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- And it’s not just the kids right? 

- The expensive, grown up stuff is all the same way. It all expires at some point. 


- And yet, on Christmas morning… 

- But it’s not eternal 


- The last few weeks, we have seen this is 3D in our community. Thousands of people’s 
stuff has been literally consumed by fire. Families in this church. 


-

Jesus is eternal 


- So can we do this in our hearts and minds.… 

- Unwrap the gift of Jesus today… 


- I mean, if God gave everything to give his son, which He did, then it’s got to mean 
something profound. And we’ll spend all of eternity discovering new dimensions of it, and 
we will certainly not be able to exhaust it all in 30 minutes, but there is SOMETHING that 
we are sure to discover today if we willing to.  


- So what does the gift of Jesus mean then? What does it say to us? What it show us? 
What does it mean for us? 


The gift of Jesus puts on display 


THE LAVISH GENEROSITY OF GOD (keep this at the top of side screens until next pink 
slide is put up. The following yellow slide will be put up under this. The pink slides will act as 
a “title” for each section) 
- From his Incarnation to his Ascension, Jesus puts the bountiful beneficence of God on 

display. 

- We’ve been studying the book of Matthew on Sunday mornings. You see it all over the 
gospels. You would be hard pressed to find a parable in the new testament where God is 
not represented as lavishly generous.


- He is the king in Matthew 18 who forgave a debt of 10,000 talents 

- He is the vineyard owner in Matthew 20 who paid his workers far more than they were 

worth.

- He is the Father in the Prodigal son story (Luke 15)

- He is the gracious landowner in Mark 12 

- He is the king who invites outcasts to the wedding in Matthew 22
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- It’s actually hard to think of a parable in which God is NOT represented as giving 
away far more than you would expect. 

- And in life of Jesus we see this lavish generosity everywhere. Its extravagance that 
seems like it’s almost on the verge of wastefulness. 


- 150 gallons of fine wine? 

- Or how is it that someone who miraculously multiplies bread and fish can’t avoid over-

catering by 12 baskets? 

- Why should a death cause not just earthquakes, dark skies, and torn curtains, but also 

dozens of random people coming out of their graves? 

- Who produces 153 fish out of nowhere, nearly causing the boat carrying them to sink

- And then who does it again? 


The life of Jesus puts on display the lavish generosity of God. 


The gift of Jesus also shows us that 


GOD IS THE INITIATOR 
- A few years I discovered a book called “Basking in His presence” where the author 

teaches the what he calls the practice of “silent prayer”. 

- It’s the idea that we see in Psalm 46 where the Psalmist says, “Be still, and know that I am 

God.” (Psalm 46:10) 

- “Be still = “Stop working”; “Stop Striving”; “Stop Doing” and know that I am God.” 

- Learning how to pray like this was life changing for me. 


- See at the core of silent prayer is the idea of stopping and letting God be God.  
- It is the idea that GOD (not us) is the initiator of all things.  

- See often the way we pray….


- And it’s not just with prayer, this thinking frames the way that we interact with God in 
everything we do. 


- And this is kind of our barometer to tell us if we’re getting the job done as Christians. If 
we’re being productive, so to speak, in our relationship with God. 


-
- But what we fail to realize is that: Nobody initiates anything with God. God is always the 

initiator. 


- And all of our action toward is God, is actually just us responding to Him. Though we 
realize it or not. God was always the one initiating all of it. 


- That’s what the first Christmas was right?  
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- And so for me, silent prayer became so life changing because it was me finally 
submitting to the fact that I wasn’t the one who gets things done in this relationship.


- God is like a surgeon…


- God is the initiator. So let Him be.  
- Since the beginning of time, God has been the one initiating.  

- In the gift of Jesus we see that God is the great initiator.  
- We don’t initiate relationship with Him. He initiates it with us. We don’t initiate salvation. He 

initiated salvation when He sent his son. 

- And that means that we can stop working. Stop striving. Stop trying to perform. And 

instead be still and surrender to the One who was already at work in us long before we 
were even aware He existed, much less knew that we needed him to be at work in us. 


- Speaking of work…    


God giving Jesus to us means that 

WE DON’T HAVE TO PERFORM  
- I said it earlier, but God doesn’t need anything from us. Nor is there anything that we could 

do to make Him more pleased with us than He already is. 

- “By one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified. (Heb. 10:14)

- Listen: Jesus performed perfectly because we never could, and we don’t have to try to. 

Even our righteous deeds are like filthy rags before Him. 


- Jesus performed so that you wouldn’t have try to. 

-
- He finished the work, which means for the Christian, that God is pleased with you and 

there is nothing you can do to change that. 

-  

- You know, I lived so much of my life working for a better and more perfect everything


- Book called, “Jesus + Nothing = Everything” (actually I didn’t read the book, I just read the 
first chapter, and it changed my life). 


- And in that chapter, the author has this list where he says, 

- Because Jesus is_______, you now are free to be __________ 


- Because Jesus is extraordinary, you are now free to be ordinary. 
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- And it took me about a year to fully to finally wrap my head around the fact that all of 
the gratification that I was looking for, could be found not in anything that I could ever 
do, but in what Jesus had already done. 


- God doesn’t need anything from you this morning. 

- Jesus’ coming confronts our striving & performance mindset & reveals that the deepest 

need we have is to RECEIVE HIM AS A GIFT and to be be served by Him.  

- The greatest need we have is to receive Jesus as a gift and to be served by Him. 


- God sending Jesus, says “I am the giver here. And You are the recipients. 

- In other words, “I don’t need anything from you.”

- You can never give me anything that I need.

- I am the one who gives to you. 


- You know I was taught as a kid, like many of us were, that when it comes to gifts at 
Christmas time, it’s about not about the receiving; it’s really about the giving.


- But that doesn’t seem to be the reality of the Christmas story.

- The Christmas story is not about us giving anything. It is 100% about us receiving all 

things from God who is the giver.


- God is the one who gives. 

- For God so loved the world that he GAVE his one and only Son” (John 3:16). 

- For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to GIVE his life as a 

ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45). 

- The Lord Jesus Christ, who GAVE himself for our sins to rescue us” (Gal. 1:3–4). 

- Thanks be to God for his indescribable GIFT!” (2 Cor. 9:15).

-
You know what else God giving Jesus shows us?  

GOD SEES AND GOD KNOWS

- Do you have anybody in your life who just won’t ever let themselves be in need of 

anything? 


- Have you ever been on the receiving end of that kind of thing? 

- I’ll be honest… I feel so loved and cared for, when someone recognizes a need that I have 

(even if I don’t recognize it), and then just chooses to meet it. 


- And this is God, everyday of our lives? Jesus said in Matthew 6, that “Your Father knows 
exactly what you need even before you ask him.” (Matt. 6:8)


- And might I add, “and before we even know that we need it.” 


- What do you need this morning? You’re father already sees and knows, and is making 
provision for it. 
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- Now, I learned a long time ago, that the all knowing, all wise, all sovereign God of all 
the universe doesn’t always see eye eye with me when it comes to what I think I am in 
need of. 


- In God knowing what we need, he also knows that our greatest need we have is to 
receive Jesus as a gift and to be served by Him. 


What do you think you need this Christmas? What are you hoping for this Christmas? Can I 
suggest that it will never compare to how desperately all of us need Jesus. And can I 
suggest that none of it will ever satisfy like Jesus will. The truth is, (and it’s a truth a have to 
preach to myself daily: Jesus is better.  (leave this up until it says “go to blank screen”)


- Christmas Food… 

-
- Jesus is better.   

- Jesus is the meal that never leaves you wanting, or lacking, or feeling bloated from too 
much gluten and non organic dairy.


- Some of you this Christmas just want relationships to be healed in you family.  
- Jesus is the one on the other side of the relationship who is constantly pursuing YOU, 

and doing everything that needs to be done for you to be reconciled to him. 


- Jesus is it all. Jesus is it all. 

- Jesus is the one who makes you richer than you could ever be — satisfying you with 

riches that can’t ever fade away. 

- Jesus is the light that won’t shut off when the Santa Ana winds and roaring brush fires of 

life destroy your home. 

- Jesus is the the doctor that always get it right however he sees fit to get it right, whenever 

he sees fit to get it.    

- He’s the foundation that can’t be, won’t be shaken 

- He the way to the Father, and the truth that sets us free

- He’s the vehicle you’ve been dreaming of since you were a child, transporting you to the 

abundant life.

- He is the friend that never leaves you

- He’s the brother who understands you

- He’s the Father that won’t forsakes you

- He’s the Mother that forever approves you

- He’s the home you always dreamed of that can’t never be repossessed, sold, bought, 

borrowed, or destroyed. 

- He is the gift you always dreamed of but never knew you needed 

- He’s the gift that satisfies, sanctifies, opens eyes and illuminates minds to see things we 

never dreamed could be real

- He’s the gift that keeps on giving 

- And He is better. 

- JESUS
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Go to blank Screen  

- The title of this sermon is “Jesus our Greatest Gift.” And for sure, make no doubt about it, 
Jesus is the greatest gift we could ever receive. 


- But let me say one more things this Christmas: Let’s not forget guys, that we have this 
treasure of this gift of Jesus hidden in us. 


- This month we’ve talked about Jesus our hope. 


- Light…


- Victor… 


- Guys, THIS Jesus (the hope, the light, the victorious one) has taken up residence in 
you son; daughter of God.  

- Don’t forget that treasure we have in Jesus. He is everything we need and more. 


- Everything good thing that we desire in this life is just that… it’s just a good thing. 
But those good things are a shadow of a better thing.


- That comfort 

- That acceptance  
- The contentment we expect to find  
- The peace we hope to find 

- All of that good we long and hope for… all of it is all profoundly, deeply, forever 

fulfilled in Jesus. 

- And that’s the gift that God gave to the world. It was Jesus. The person of Jesus. Not 

the treasures he might lead us to, or the destination he might bring us to. It was Him. 
Jesus is the great treasure. Jesus is the Greatest Gift. 


- My daughter Selah loved barnes n noble….


- And as a dad, I want to her to experience the happiness that comes from receiving a gift 
that she loves. 


-
- But, As perfect of a gift as that may have been for our kids… 


- As loved as Selah may feel by receiving a $50 gift card to barnes and noble, and as 
excited as she may be to discover some new treasure that her “boyfriend” has behind 
those glass doors, there is no greater gift that I could give to my daughter than 
showing her Jesus, and helping her to discover the treasure that is Jesus.  
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- And The greatest gift you could give this season is Jesus. 

- If it was the best God could give, then it’s the best we could give too.  

- For my daughter, nothing will ever be as impactful or life changing as me showing my her 
Jesus through my life and my words. And I’m gonna mess it up. I’m gonna get it super 
wrong super often probably. 


- Just the host… 

-
- And I’m going to do my best to represent him right, but at the end of the day, I’m gonna 

leave, and I want to leave them with Jesus because whether they know it or not, He is 
actually the one they’ve been waiting for all along. 


- He is actually the best they could ever receive. 


It would seem that our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-
hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered 
us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot 
imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased. 
(C.S. Lewis) 

- Today there is a treasure awaiting those who would call out to God. Don’t settle for 
average when God wants to give you Jesus. 


- So who are you going to bring the treasure of Jesus to this Christmas? Who in your life 
needs the hope that is Jesus?  Who needs to have the light that is Jesus shone on them?


- We have this treasure hidden in these earthen vessels. Billy talked about two weeks ago. 
Jesus is the light, and his light has been shone abroad in our hearts. He has illuminated all 
the dark places. And yes, we should reap all the benefits that comes from Jesus the light 
of the world living within us - 


- He is the Greatest Gift we could ever receive. BUT he is ALSO the greatest give we could 
ever give. 


- And here’s what is mind blowing this Christmas… you don’t have to use your credit card 
to get him. 


- The price was paid. You’ve got an endless supply of eternal spiritual barnes n noble gift 
cards. God payed for them already. So share the love. Don’t be selfish. Don’t be timid. 
Don’t hide your light under your bushel. Let it shine this Christmas. 


Talk about Candles:  

Spiritual Exercise:  
- 1. Think of someone who does not have the Light. 

-
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- They may be the kindest person you have ever met, or the meanest. But they do not 
yet know the light of Jesus. Spiritually speaking they are still walking in darkness, 
unable to see Jesus for who He really is. 


- 2. After your candle is lit, as you are going to light the person’s candle next to you, be 
mindful of that person who needs the Light, and ask God to shine His light abroad in their 
hearts. (This is us 1. Praying for them. And 2. Committing to let our light shine with them.


- Letting light that has been given to us now be extended to that person who is still 
walking in darkness.


House Rules:  
- 1. Each person should only light one other person’s candle. 


- Don’t light more than one candle. 

- Just one. And let’s watch what happens when we just one of us purposes to let our 

light shine, and then to share that light with the world. 

- Just sit back and let it light up the room. 


- 2. Keep you candles upright

- So messy. Keep an eye on the wax. 

- 3. Candles are rated PG-7

- (if you’re not over the age of 7, we love you, but you shouldn’t be holding a lit candle)

- 4. When finished, GENTLY blow the candle out
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