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The Anointing of the Holy Spirit 

We have been making our way through the person and work of the Holy Spirit. So far 
we have covered the PERSON of the Holy Spirit; the who. We have covered the work 
of the Holy Spirit: the what. We have gone through both the baptism and filling of the 
Holy Spirit; the power. Dom cleverly gave us the analogy of the Flintstones, how living 
apart from the power of the Holy Spirit is like driving a car with no engine - using our 
feet to power it.  

And as we dive into the Anointing of the Holy Spirit, it is tempting to look at it in a 
similar lens. Often times when we think of somebody being anointed, we think about 
a specific person or group that have been given an extra capacity and talent for 
extraordinary things.  
 Ex: Worship leaders, talented preachers/teachers, intercessors, leaders, etc.  

Now outwardly and practically, this may be true. An anointing of the Holy Spirit means 
that there is some sort of effectiveness in the person who is anointed. However we 
must not mistake ANOINTING for TALENT… The two may seem outwardly the same, 
but the source is different. One is a natural or learned gift, the other is a specific 
appointment of the Holy Spirit.  

Luke 4:16-22 
16 He came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. As usual, he entered the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day and stood up to read. 17 The scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was given to him, and unrolling the scroll, he found the place where it was 
written: 

18 The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me 
to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me 
to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to set free the oppressed, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 

20 He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. And the 
eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 He began by saying to 
them, “Today as you listen, this Scripture has been fulfilled.” 
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22 They were all speaking well of him and were amazed by the gracious words that 
came from his mouth; yet they said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” 

There is a clear distinction, almost like a before and after photo that we see in Jesus. 
Jesus is baptized by John the Baptist, the Holy Spirit comes upon him, he is filled with 
the Holy Spirit and led by the Spirit. THEN he goes to the Synagogue to preach.  

18 The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me 
to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me 
to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to set free the oppressed, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 

This is Christ’s first introduction to his public ministry. And he begins by declaring that 
he is anointed BY God TO preach the good news. He openly says, “Okay, today we 
begin.”  

This is staggering to the people he is preaching to. Because before, they only knew 
him as “Joseph’s son” (v.22). They mention it here - They were all speaking well of him 
and were amazed by the gracious words that came from his mouth; yet they said, 
“Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” 

What changed that Jesus would declare this in front of his hometown after 30 years of 
being a carpenter in the community? What changed was the declaration of Isaiah 61 
being fulfilled. That Jesus was the anointed one… The Power of the Holy Spirit rested 
upon him for the purposes of redeeming humanity and reconciling them to God.  

That is actually what ‘CHRIST’ means. It means “Anointed One of God”. So by Jesus 
declaring that Isaiah 61 was fulfilled in him, he was saying “I am the Messiah.” - 
Messiah also means ‘anointed one’.  

And we, grafted into the identity of Christ through Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection, now get to experience anointing ourselves.  

• Preach good news to the poor, proclaim release to the captives, recover 
sight to the blind , and set free the oppressed.  

1. So what is anointing? 
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2. How is anointing bestowed upon people?  

As I said before, we typically think of anointing as some sort of talent or specific filling 
of the Holy Spirit. But there is a nuance to anointing that is separate from the baptism 
or the filling of the Spirit.  

That nuance is that anointing is an enabling of the Spirit for a specific calling, task, 
mission, position, or opportunity.  

It is not just a specific gift that God gives you (we will go through the gifts in coming 
weeks), but a special equipping that comes in all shapes and sizes to fit the specific 
needs God wants to meet through you.  

God anointing people for special tasks to accomplish His purposes: 
• It was the coming upon of the Spirit—but in a unique way for a unique task. It is that 
unexplainable enabling 
• And then, it could be gone—Saul (it is not necessarily there all the time) (and me) 
Anointing’ refers to the unique working of the Holy Spirit—that is both effective for the 
purposes of God and life-giving for the person of God 
• ‘Anoint’ means to set someone apart, to authorize and equip him or her for a task of 
spiritual importance.  
• It is when all of a sudden place, gift, activity, service or action that feels like you were 
made to do it and you can do it to the glory of God  

Anointing is the use of gifts with a specific unction and strength to help one rise to 
the occasion.  

We see this all throughout scripture and in our recent history:  
- Paul was anointed by God to preach the gospel to the gentiles. There was a certain 

strength and power given specifically to him for these people that had never heard 
the gospel before.  

- I have a friend, who is not very articulate… Who is uniquely anointed by God to 
lead and guide his church despite his inability to form coherent sentences. People 
flock to Jesus because of his preaching. That’s anointing.  

- Billy Graham 
- Preachers, evangelists, missionaries, and worship leaders.  
- Even specific groups or churches. - 1 John 2:20,27 But you have an anointing from 

the Holy One… the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you 
have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all 
things 
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We can also sense when there is clearly no anointing sometimes. When there is 
almost this forced spirituality that stems from a need to be seen or heard. This usually 
happens because the person speaking, teaching, praying, or leading worship has not 
been called to the specific occasion.  

Yet there is a call set aside for all of us…  

One of the most clear examples of anointing was David…  

1 Samuel 16 
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long are you going to mourn for Saul, since I have 
rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to 
Jesse of Bethlehem because I have selected a king from his sons.” 

2 Samuel asked, “How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me!” 

The Lord answered, “Take a young cow with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the Lord.’ 3 Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will let you know what you are to 
do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate to you.” 

4 Samuel did what the Lord directed and went to Bethlehem. When the elders of the 
town met him, they trembled and asked, “Do you come in peace?” 

5 “In peace,” he replied. “I’ve come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and 
come with me to the sacrifice.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited 
them to the sacrifice. 6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and said, “Certainly the 
Lord’s anointed one is here before him.” 

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or his stature because I 
have rejected him. Humans do not see what the Lord sees, for humans see what is 
visible, but the Lord sees the heart.” 

8 Jesse called Abinadab and presented him to Samuel. “The Lord hasn’t chosen this 
one either,” Samuel said. 9 Then Jesse presented Shammah, but Samuel said, “The 
Lord hasn’t chosen this one either.” 10 After Jesse presented seven of his sons to him, 
Samuel told Jesse, “The Lord hasn’t chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel asked him, “Are 
these all the sons you have?” 



�  of �5 7

“There is still the youngest,” he answered, “but right now he’s tending the sheep.” 
Samuel told Jesse, “Send for him. We won’t sit down to eat until he gets here.” 12 So 
Jesse sent for him. He had beautiful eyes and a healthy, handsome appearance. 

Then the Lord said, “Anoint him, for he is the one.” 13 So Samuel took the horn of oil 
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the Spirit of the Lord came 
powerfully on David from that day forward. Then Samuel set out and went to Ramah. 

This is a fascinating glimpse into how the anointing of God works…  

First, there is this clear predestination to the anointing of God… God tells Samuel 
“Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem because I 
have selected a king from his sons.” So there is this pe-appointing done on God’s 
part. He selected David before anyone else knew there was talent or skill or 
leadership abilities.  

Second, the anointing of God is personal and specific to the person and task. The 
other brothers - though more talented, good looking, and able bodied - did not 
receive the anointing because it was David’s calling.  

• You have a specific calling that God has set you apart for. Only you are the 
parent of your child.  

• Some of you are specifically called to the community group your lead or the 
kids you disciple.  

• Some of you are specifically called to lead your family or love your spouse. 
That is yours - given to you by God. So the anointing will be distinct and 
separate for you.  

• Anointing is a specific unction for a specific occasion.  
• Ex: Exodus 31:1-5 Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “See, I have called 

by name Bezalel… I have filled him with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in 
understanding, in knowledge, and in all kinds of craftsmanship, to make 
artistic designs for work in gold, in silver, and in bronze, and in the cutting 
of stones for settings, and in the carving of wood, that he may work in all 
kinds of craftsmanship.  

Third, anointing reflects the missional heart of God. “Do not look at his appearance 
or his stature because I have rejected him. Humans do not see what the Lord sees, for 
humans see what is visible, but the Lord sees the heart.”. David was a man after God’s 
own heart.  



�  of �6 7

We know that the Holy Spirit is God. And his heart reflects that of God the Father and 
God the Son. He is in active pursuit to “Exalt Christ, Develop Holiness, and Engage in 
Mission” as Billy mentioned a few weeks ago.  

David’s heart was aligned with God’s heart… Anointing honors that. We know from 
studying the person of the Holy Spirit that he is the connector between our hearts 
and God’s.  

At some point in our life, we must begin pursuing the same things the spirit is 
pursuing. This is what it means to walk with the spirit. And in that, there is a 
cooperating… First, we are baptized. Then we are filled to walk with power… Then, 
the specific anointing of the Spirit causes us to rise to the occasion.  

When we are called to live for something bigger, we are given a bigger capacity to 
experience the power of the spirit. (David says in Psalm 23: you anoint my head with 
oil. my cup runneth over.) There is an overflowing when it comes to God’s anointing.  

There is this process to transitioning out of our self-oriented lives… I’m not being 
preachy here there is a very real process to this… As we fall deeper in love with Christ 
and his heart, and are filled with the Holy Spirit, there is this tearing and separating 
that occurs in our lives. We live less for the selfish desires of our hearts, and more for 
the mission of God. A filling of the Spirit is required for this unction for more. The 
anointing of the Spirit is to help us jump into it. Immerse ourselves in the work of God. 

Lastly, anointing happens to us by God’s Spirit and by God’s Spirit alone. It is not 
something we manufacture. David did not anoint himself… In fact, this was kind of 
why Saul fell from grace earlier in 1 Samuel. He put himself in a place where God did 
not put him…  

Even Jesus draws the distinction, saying that the HOLY SPIRIT anointed him to 
preach the good news.  

In scripture we see anointing happening to somebody. Usually, it is God that pursues 
the individual and thrusts them into the appointed task. We see this with Moses, we 
see this with David, Sampson, the Disciples…  

So how do we participate in this? Do we have to be chosen like David? Do we have to 
come in contact with a burning bush like Moses? In short: yes. But not in the way you 
may expect…  
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Christ HAS appointed you. He has chosen you, saved you, filled you with his Spirit, 
and now calls you into his ministry to be effective. 

“10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared ahead of time for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10 

4 For he chose us in him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and 
blameless in love before him. Ephesians 1:4 
There is no doubt you have been appointed by Christ. He chose you. He bled for 
you. He gave you his Spirit. And now, he wants to anoint you for the task before you.  

So our job is not to utilize our talent, or ask God for us to be better at some sort of 
skill, rather to sit under him as David sat under Samuel - and receive the Holy Spirit. 
Because there is a mission in front of you. And with that mission, a desire on God’s 
end to anoint, equip, and embolden you. 

1 Peter 2:9 says, “9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the one who called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous light 

You have been chosen into a royal priesthood… And our function in this priesthood 
varies from person to person. Therefore, there is a specific need for all of us to be 
anointed by the Spirit for the callings before us.  

• For the moms and dads 
• For the entreprenuers  
• For the students  
• For the comm group leaders  
• For the missionaries.  
• For the artists  

I can tell you from personal experience… It is a hellish endeavor to lean on talent 
alone. It is exhausting, but most of all it’s lonely. To be anointed is to encounter the 
personal lifting of the Holy Spirit. The sense of holy confidence that can only be felt 
when working besides a Holy God.  

• We ought to desire excellence in what God has placed before us.  
• You have a purpose and a calling that God desires to give favor to.  
• Why not pray for this? 


