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Kingdom Kids 
Ephesians 1:1-14 

**SHOW VIDEO: The Bible Project: Ephesians** 

Today we take a step into a letter written by the Apostle Paul to the Ephesian church 

• What Paul says are true of the reader, are true of every Christian.


We will use this letter to the Ephesians as a backdrop as we examine God’s Kingdom. 
This study of God’s Kingdom—which is also God’s FAMILY—will be divided into 3 parts:  
• Kingdom Kids—God’s adoption of each of us as His children

• Kingdom Family—God’s family-plans as we grow together in Jesus as a family

• Kingdom Come —God’s Kingdom plans as we GO with our Father out into the world


Paul explains these things to the Christians in Ephesus by writing a letter about Jesus

The first 14 verses make it obvious that this is not a letter about us. 
• These first 14 verses mention the name of Jesus 14 times.


To be clear—the book of Ephesians is all about the glory and the work of Jesus. 

It is only in Christ that we will see ourselves rightly as KINGDOM KIDS. 
• Last week Dom gave a prologue—preface to this new series.  Today we jump right into chapter 1.

• CSB


Ephesians 1:1-14 (CSB)  
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by God’s will: 
To the faithful saints in Christ Jesus at Ephesus. 
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3 Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavens in Christ. 
4 For he chose us in him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless in love 
before him.  
5 He predestined us to be adopted as sons through Jesus Christ for himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he lavished on us in the 
Beloved One. 
7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 
to the riches of his grace 8 that he richly poured out on us with all wisdom and understanding.  
9 He made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he 
purposed in Christ 10 as a plan for the right time—to bring everything together in Christ, both 
things in heaven and things on earth in him. 
11 In him we have also received an inheritance, because we were predestined according to 
the plan of the one who works out everything in agreement with the purpose of his will, 12 so 
that we who had already put our hope in Christ might bring praise to his glory. 
13 In him you also were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit when you heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and when you believed.  
14 The Holy Spirit is the down payment of our inheritance, until the redemption of the 
possession, to the praise of his glory. 

Paul starts this whole thing off by establishing his authority as an Apostle. 
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An “apostle” was a person sent out with important high-level orders.

• This person had received an order AND instructions for how the order is to be carried out.

• This was a person familiar with people in places of power.

• He is a person who bridged the gap between the rulers the common people.

• Apostles carried an inherent authority because of the access they had to those in authority.


NewTestament Apostles were men chosen by God and empowered in a special by God.

• These Apostles spoke from God in a way that no other person speaks.

• Not all early church leaders were Apostles…


Colossians 1:1 (CSB) 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by God’s will, and Timothy our brother: To the saints in Christ 
at Colossae, who are faithful brothers and sisters. 

Paul is an Apostle.  Timothy is not.


It’s good for us to see Paul’s confidence in his identity. 
• He’s not bragging or lording his authority over them…

• He’s not being arrogant…


Paul is writing from JAIL!!  He is incarcerated as he writes this! 

Paul ONLY cares about his title & authority to the extent that it enables the Gospel to advance. 

As an Apostle, Paul had been given a SPECIAL message and a SPECIAL mission by God. 
• Paul’s message is the mysterious truth that God’s love compels Him to save, adopt, and change 

sinful people into His holy Kingdom Kids through the sacrifice of Jesus.

• Paul’s mission was to spread this truth to ALL PEOPLE—even the non-Jews: Gentiles.


This message was SO IMPORTANT that Paul wrote it to the Ephesian church himself. 

This practice is seen throughout history— powerful, important people writing letters and using 
their place of authority in order to emphasize the importance of a matter. 

• The point—if you receive a letter from someone in authority, like the President, it’s important!

• It carries weight! 

So Paul identifies His authority and immediately jumps straight into the his main point… 
• He starts this letter by re-telling, rehearsing, and celebrating the love of God and work of Jesus.


Paul starts this thing off by pointing the reader to Jesus. 
• Everything happens IN CHRIST—Paul says “IN CHRIST” 10 times in the first 12 verses!    
• It is IN CHRIST where we discover our true purpose and identity.

• It is IN CHRIST where we discover how we are to think, feel and live as Christians.


What it means to be a Christian is to have our identity wrapped up in the person and work of Jesus.


Our Father—The KING—has sent His son to save us. 
• The Father has sent His firstborn son—the true and rightful heir of the Father…

• The older son has been sent by the Father to bring us—rebellious kids—orphans—into the 

Father’s house.

• The Father’s love goes so far as to strip us of all of our rebellion and adopt us into His 

household—AS HIS OWN CHILDREN!

The King has given His kids the keys to the kingdom. 
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We now spend our lives walking as children of the King—KINGDOM KIDS! 
• The KING is our Father—do you understand the PRIVILEGE that comes with that?!? 


• As Kingdom Kids we are given EVERY good thing.

• As Kingdom Kids we are given FULL ACCESS to our Father—the King!

• As Kingdom Kids we are invited into the passions and pursuits of our Father.


God is not like your earthly father—even those of you with GREAT dads. 
God is a good father—we never need to beg for His attention or His provision. 

• V.3—Paul tells us that we have been given EVERYTHING in Christ—EVERYTHING!!

This ought to form our identity—this idea that God has withheld NOTHING from us. 

Our identity as Christians is that we are generously-loved children of God 
• V.5 says this is who we are. 
• THIS is the place where our identity is formed. 

With this in mind, here is the big paradigm shift for us as we enter Ephesians… 
• We go from the Spirit series…we shift from “What God has given us” to WHO WE ARE IN CHRIST.

• We’ll be looking at Jesus and will discover our place—our identity—in Him.


WHO we are flows from WHOSE we are. 
• God has ADOPTED US into His family—we are the king’s own children!


As Kingdom kids, our Father has given us all of the love and blessing imaginable. So our lives 
are not spent begging God for more of Himself, but by us yielding more of ourselves to Him.

What is true of us is that we are children of God.

• APPROVED children…

• LOVED children…

• FAVORED children…


My kids…

• At what point did my children become my children?


• My kids entered my family as MINE—some were adopted, some were formed by God in my 
wife’s womb. 

• We are brought BY GOD into the the Kingdom of God—God’s Family. 
• In Christ, we are Kingdom Kids. 

We must understand that each of us functions from a place of our identity—that is…

• Our sense of identity—or how we understand ourself—affects EVERYTHING.


Our sense of identity affects the way we think and act 
• It affects the way we interact with one another—defining our relationships.

• Identity affects how we deal with guilt and shame

• It affects our sense of belonging or sense of exclusion & withdrawal.

• Our sense of identity can affect whether we have hope or a sense of despair in life.


We all—each of us—has an identity that helps form our perspectives and decisions in life.

• In fact, our sense of identity is complex and multi-faceted.


We tend to base our sense of identity on several factors—for many its POSITIVE things: 
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• It’s not uncommon for us to base our sense of identity on our finances.

• Our income, or our bank account balance can shape our self-perception, actions and interactions.

• Appearance & what we wear—can shape what we think about ourselves and others.

• Our career, position, influence…

• Talents— “I am a musician” or “I am an artist” or “I am runner” and that becomes our identity.

• Sometimes its our achievements that help form our identity.

• We can form our identity around our friends and relationships—who loves us…

• Or our parenting, or how we school our kids…

There are an endless number of influences in our lives that help form our sense of identity. 
And these are often good things—Often these are positive things.

• These can be things we’ve worked hard for and earned…

• They’re things we’re proud of…


But what happens when we’ve formed our identity around these things, and these things 
change—or go away? 
• What happens when we lose the job or career or paycheck?

• What happens when the bank account shrinks?

• What happens when the marriage fails or the spouse dies?

• What happens when the kids move out of the house?

• What happens when age catches up and our looks change?


If our identity is based on anything other than Jesus, it is unstable. 
• Because everything is undermined when the good things in life change or go away.  


If we are not careful then life’s inevitable changes will leave us wondering who we REALLY are. 
• If our identity is built on anything that can change…


If we are anchored to people or money or circumstances, we can become disillusioned and 
set adrift once the people, money or circumstances change or go away. 

If we are not careful, we will spend our entire life trying to maintain the good things that give 
us our identity. 
• And when our world starts to fall apart we panic…

What we draw identity from eventually becomes so important to us that we would do whatever 
it takes to hold on to it because without it we don’t know who we are. 
• We become desperate…

• We end up deifying these things in our lives—exalting them—essentially worshipping them.


Those things were all given by God as a blessing to us. 
• But, none of these good things can bear the responsibility of being god.

• And so none of these good things are rightly able to form how we identify ourselves.


Building identity on anything apart from God is completely unstable.


Many of us do have this tendency to form our identity on good things in life

It’s ALSO true that others do the opposite—we form our identity on what we DON’T have. 
• See themselves as “less-than” 
These people identify as UNWORTHY or UNWANTED or UNABLE or NOT GOOD ENOUGH. 

• We only see our weaknesses…

• We only feel mediocre at best…

• We only see our shortcomings and unworthiness…
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Some question Paul’s “Faithful Saints” greeting… “I’m for SURE not a faithful saint!” 
• Why would we say this?

• The Bible identifies every Christian as “God’s holy people”—we are ALL saints if we’re in Christ!

• But we don’t believe this when our identity is based on what we have earned for ourselves 

in life and NOT based on who we are in Christ. 

That is the central issue with both ways we tend to find our identity—we fail to grasp WHO WE ARE.

• Some of us cling to the successes and blessings for identity…

• Others of us find our identity in the low places we find in life…


The story of the prodigal son reveals BOTH of these errors, doesn’t it? 
- The prodigal son takes what he can get from his dad and runs off to squander it all.

- The older brother remained in his place of wealth and authority—working hard to feel worthy.


- The prodigal son foolishly throws his inheritance away and becomes ashamed—eating with pigs…

- The brother continues to strive to earn the security, wealth and privilege of his father’s house.


- The prodigal finally returns home to ask if he can work as a slave for his father

- He is thinking that’s all he deserves.

- He has formed an identity on this low, undeserving place. 

- The brother bristles at the idea that the undisciplined, undeserving son would be restored 

- This brother has worked hard to feel good about the good things he has in life

- He has formed his identity on the idea that he has worked hard and earned the good things 

and position in his father’s household. 

Both sons have formed their identity OUTSIDE of the father’s love and acceptance. 
• This is the BROKEN way that people find their identity outside of God’s family.

• And, unfortunately, even God’s Kingdom Kids sometimes fall into this broken way of thinking.


Today God is challenging us to know who we are—to BE who we are: 
- If you have responded to the love of God by putting your faith in Jesus Christ for salvation…

- If you have confessed your sins to God…

- If you have been born again…

God has set us apart and adopted us as His own family!   
• We are KINGDOM KIDS! 
And as Kingdom Kids—look at what Paul says is true:


Ephesians 1:13-14 (NLT)  
And when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, 
whom he promised long ago. 14 The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us the 
inheritance he promised and that he has purchased us to be his own people. He did this so we 
would praise and glorify him. 

If you don’t know Jesus, you don’t know the love of the Father and you do not have the Holy 
Spirit. 
• You need to hear that you have a GOOD FATHER who loves you.

• You need to hear that God has done EVERYTHING necessary to adopt you into His family.

• Today the Father is inviting you to receive His love and acceptance and adoption!!


In Ephesians you will hear all about this amazing gift of salvation and new life offered to us through 
Jesus.
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IF you DO know Jesus, you HAVE the Holy Spirit.

• Let this be a season to form or reform your identity as a child of God—Kingdom Kid.


Over the next several months we will be looking who Jesus is and who we are in Jesus.   
• This all stems from us being children of God—first and foremost.

• This is the starting point for every facet of our identity in Christ.


If you are in Christ you are:

• Faithful saint

• Blessed with every spiritual blessing

• Chosen by the Father

• Adopted by God

• Redeemed

• Loved and doted over by God

• Spiritually wealthy from God’s inheritance

• Sealed with the Holy Spirit

• A KINGDOM KID


Communion—this is all happening because of what Christ has done!



