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Hearts That See 
Ephesians 1:18a 

Kingdom Series: Kingdom Kids…


God’s plan is to adopt us as His own kids:

- God has chosen us in Christ to be HIS KIDS 
- God has done EVERYTHING necessary to bring us to Himself.


Who We Are In Christ…

- We are NOT slaves to sin.

- We are NO LONGER addicts.

- We are NOT orphans 

- We are no longer controlled by fear or shame.

- We are NOT hopeless or helpless or worthless.

God is now FATHER.

And He has taken us in, adopted us, given us a new name—we are now SON/DAUGHTER. 
• KINGDOM KIDS.


Paul spends 14 verses excitedly and systematically laying this out—and then he prays…

Last week we saw Paul pray for the Christians in Ephesus—the Church—to KNOW God. 
• Paul prays for EPIGNOSIS—to truly know God in a true, intimate, personal way. 

• He desires for them to experience God in a participatory, intimately relational way.

• We are not only saved FROM sin and hell, but we are saved TO GOD.

• This relational intimacy is what we were saved TO—to know God and grow in Him.


And Paul prays that we would grow in this “intimacy, knowing & experiencing” God as father. 

And this is the context in which we find our passage for today—Paul is praying for the church. 
Paul is praying for a church that he KNOWS, and so he KNOWS how to pray for them. 
- Remember, he is praying for CHRISTIANS.

The Spirit is praying this same prayer over RVTA today. 

Ephesians 1:18-19 (CSB) 
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope 
of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the 
surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. 

“The Mansion”, by Henry VanDyke… 

 

Today, Paul is praying for us to remember that:  
We accepted a free gift from God that some of us have barely ever touched.   

• The light we were given as a free gift has been darkened by our attempts to earn it. 
• regardless of how good or bad you feel you’ve been…

• regardless of what you’ve done, not done…

• regardless of who thinks you’re good and who thinks you’re bad…


We find ourselves at the mercy of God. 
• We find we are loved by a GOOD FATHER who has DONE EVERYTHING.

• And we are invited into a GOOD RELATIONSHIP where God GIVES EVERYTHING.


Nothing eternal is earned—only given. 
• We need to be enlightened to this truth again!

• We need to SEE and REMEMBER and KNOW who we are again!
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Christian, today the Holy Spirit is leading us to pray for OUR HEARTS to be illuminated. 
• He specifically prays for the “eyes of our heart”. 

• These HEART EYES are directly connected to us receiving and us functioning as God’s KIDS. 


The eyes of our heart allow us to see who we are in Christ. 
• …allowing us to know who we are… 

• The eyes of the heart allow us to BE Kingdom Kids.   
And so Paul is praying for the CHURCH to have the eyes of their hearts opened—Christians!!


There are Christians whose “heart-eyes” are CLOSED. 
• These disconnected Christians need their hearts FLOODED with God’s supernatural light.


Paul uses the word “enlighten” which is a verb—an ACTION WORD…

• Paul is praying for something to happen.

• Paul is praying for hearts to be affected by this action.

• He is asking God to FLOOD WITH LIGHT the hearts of Christians.

Church, this is what the Holy Spirit is leading us to consider today… 
God wants to flood our hearts with light—exposing and dispelling darkness and doubt. 

• God wants our hearts to SEE God, SEE Jesus, & SEE ourselves in Christ.

• God wants to expose lies and confusion that undermine our identity in Christ…


- Last week we saw Paul pray for EPIGNOSIS—for us to truly KNOW god. 
- This week Paul continues to pray, and he asks for ENLIGHTENMENT. 

This “light” or “enlightening” is for the purpose of giving us greater understanding. 
This knowledge and enlightening helps us in 3 ways: 
1. Enlightenment helps us see what is true about us in Christ. 
2. Enlightenment helps us see the intimate relationship with God that we are invited into. 
3. Enlightenment helps us see the incredible hope we have in Christ 

Today we must consider Paul’s prayer for CHRISTIANS who, although we may know Jesus, our 
hearts have somehow become DARKENED.

• LIGHT and DARK are universal symbols of good and evil. 

The Bible uses the analogy of Light vs Darkness throughout scripture

• God is good and is represented as light.

• Evil and Satan are bad and are always characterized as darkness.


Because we were born “into” sin and with a “sin nature,” our hearts were INITIALLY darkened.

• Our natural inclination was to rebel against God and pursue our own desires.


We were originally created by God to know and dwell WITH God in the light of His presence. 
•  But sin darkened our understanding of God. 
• Sin darkened our understanding of creation 
• and sin darkened our understanding of God's intentions for us to know and dwell with Him. 
Created to live in the light with God, we were born into a dark, confused, confusing world…


Paul describes this dark condition in grim detail in Romans 1:
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Romans 1:16-25 (CSB) 
God’s wrath is revealed from heaven against all godlessness and unrighteousness of people 
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth,19 since what can be known about God is 
evident among them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, that is, 
his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen since the creation of the 
world, being understood through what he has made. As a result, people are without 
excuse. 21 For though they knew God, they did not glorify him as God or show gratitude. 
Instead, their thinking became worthless, and their senseless hearts were 
darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images resembling mortal man, birds, four-footed animals, and reptiles. 
24 Therefore God delivered them over in the desires of their hearts to sexual impurity, so that 
their bodies were degraded among themselves. 25 They exchanged the truth of God for a 
lie, and worshiped and served what has been created instead of the Creator 

Sin brought about darkened hearts and darkened understanding of God.


Scripture contrasts this darkness of sin and humanity in our sin with Jesus, who IS LIGHT! 

John 8:12 (CSB) 
[…] “I am the light of the world. Anyone who follows me will never walk in the darkness but 
will have the light of life.” 

John 12:46 (CSB) 
I have come as light into the world, so that everyone who believes in me would not remain in 
darkness.  
If we are in Christ, we are RESCUED from darkness—that’s what Jesus has done for us. 
Paul describes the ongoing battle between light and darkness in 2 Corinthians 4…


2 Corinthians 4:6-8 (CSB) 
6 For God, who said, “Let there be light in the darkness,” has made this light shine in our 
hearts so we could know the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. 
7 We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars 
containing this great treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from 
ourselves. 8 We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are 
perplexed, but not driven to despair. 

This light is given to us at the time of salvation—we are illuminated from the inside…

• But the battle of dark & light continues even after we are saved.


The battle between dark and light in the heart of a Christian is not a battle for salvation, it is a 
battle for identity. 
• This battle has 2 fronts: SIN that we engage in and DECEPTION that we fall for.

• We need God to invade our hearts with light to combat the SIN and DECEPTION that darkens 

our heart and confuses our minds.

• This struggle continues throughout the life of the Christian.


Jesus offers a light AND a lighted path for His followers: 


John 8:1 (NLT)  “I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t have to walk in 
darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life.” 
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What can happen is that our understanding can become darkened as we allow for sin in our life or 
as we become deceived about who we are in Christ.


But as Christians, when the darkness of sin and deception move in, we don’t lose our position as 
children of God, but we can become blind to our identity.


• Often it is as simple as believing a lie rather than truth.

• Sometimes it is inviting sin into our heart.


Sin initially darkened our understanding, and it can SILL have a similar effect, if we let it in. 
• Yes, we are no longer under the AUTHORITY of sin—we are not ruled by it.

• Yes, we are no longer under the penalty of sin—Jesus has paid the penalty for our sin.


But when we allow for sin in our life, we still experience somewhat of a darkness of our heart. 
• This is why Paul prays for Christians in Ephesus to have their hearts flooded with light.

• This is why we need this prayer today—for God to FLOOD OUR HEARTS WITH LIGHT.


• Because we sometimes allow sin and darkness to have a seat at the table in our heart.

• Because we might dabble in sin.

• In Christ, we are no longer under sin’s power, but maybe we’ve engaged in its play.


This allowance of sin affects us—there is no home for it in our new hearts!

•  so when we don’t confess & be rid of it, it creates tension in us… confusion… 

• …and this allowance for sin is ultimately an allowance for darkness. 

As a Christian sin does not change who I am, but it does affect the way I see God and myself. 

Sin is confusing to our new identity in Christ.

• Because when Jesus saved us from darkness we were made a new creation. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 (CSB)  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 
passed away, and see, the new has come! 

In Christ we are NEW CREATIONS!

This is WHO WE ARE in Christ—EVEN THOUGH YOU DON’T ALWAYS ACT LIKE A SAINT! 
• We are new creations AND we have a NEW LIFE…

• God has chosen us in Christ to BE and to LIVE as new creation.


Allowing false, bad and wrong things into our hearts and lives can—and will—cause us to fall 
into old ways of thinking about ourselves and others. 
• Entertaining false ideas and false identities can blind us to our true identities in Christ.

• Giving a place to dark or bad voices can blind us to the fact that God is our good father.


1 Corinthians 15:33-34 (CSB) 
Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good morals.”  Come to your senses… 

Paul is saying, “You’ve been given a new identity—new MIND, SPIRIT, DESIRE, PURPOSE—
STOP BELIEVING LIES! "

That isn’t who you are—darkness is not an authority in your life! 

Ephesians 5:6-17 (CSB) 
 Let no one deceive you with empty arguments, for God’s wrath is coming on the 
disobedient because of these things. 7 Therefore, do not become their partners. 8 For you 
were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light— 9 for the fruit 
of the light consists of all goodness, righteousness, and truth— 10 testing what is pleasing to 
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the Lord. 11 Don’t participate in the fruitless works of darkness, but instead expose 
them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what is done by them in secret. 13 Everything 
exposed by the light is made visible, 14 for what makes everything visible is light. Therefore it 
is said: 
Get up, sleeper, and rise up from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you. 
15 Pay careful attention, then, to how you live—not as unwise people but as wise— 16 making 
the most of the time, because the days are evil. 17 So don’t be foolish, but understand what 
the Lord’s will is.  

We need God to FLOOD our hearts once again to expose deception and false patterns of thinking.

• We need to be ENLIGHTENED to see what is true!

• We need the eyes of our heart opened to expose places where we belie and trust the lies of 

culture.

• We need the eyes of our hearts enlightened to see Jesus and rediscover and reestablish our 

identity in Him!

So Paul is praying for the flames of Gospel identity would be stoked into full roaring fire. 

Paul prays for the hearts of Christians to be enlightened…to be FLOODED with light… 
This means:

• Identity and Enlightenment requires God to do a work in us. 

• We need to be rescued from darkness & only God can do this through Jesus.

• It’s not a matter of us working and trying harder…

• It’s a matter of us receiving and resting and relying on God’s mercy and grace.


• Identity and enlightenment also requires us following Jesus into what God has begun. 
• We need rescue from darkness all the time.


• We were rescued from the power and penalty of darkness, but we still invite it in 
sometimes… 

• All darkness has real power.

• darkness is always trying to push out the light.

• It’s not just the guilt that invades us when we sin, but we actually allow for darkness 

and dark influences and dark power when we sin.

• Darkness starts to descend on our hearts when we believe false things about ourself 

and about God. 
• This darkness obscures the truth of the Gospel!

• This darkness confuses us about our identity in Christ.

• This darkness causes us to second guess our value and worth… 

This is why Paul prays in our verse today:


…that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of 
His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the 
surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. 

Because when darkness is given a place in our heart, it can spread confusion about our HOPE 
and RICHES and POWER in Christ! 

Maybe darkness has crept in and has brought confusion…

• Some of us are confused about our hope and are living with a sense of hopelessness and fear.
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• Some of us might be believing lies about God and who we are in Christ, and this has brought 

confusion.

• Others are confused about our riches in Christ and are trying to earn a place in our Father’s 

family…

• Others are confused about the POWER of Christ toward us and you are living in fear anxiety…

• Maybe some of us have become confused about who we are and need to be enlightened and 

enlivened by God!

• It could be that you live in darkness because you have not said YES to God and received His free 

gift of salvation and you have not yet put your faith in Jesus and been brought into the light…


We’ve got issues & we need help!! …we need the eyes of our hearts to be FLOODED with light! 
• Darkness can descend like spiritual cobwebs around a heart—intellect, pride, self-preservation or 

even fear—all clouding things once clearly known…


• Darkness can fall like a veil over spiritual eyes—a veil that conceals and isolates and separates us 
from our Father and each other…


• Darkness can harden on a heart like concrete, preventing truth and identity and worship from 
entering or exiting. 


We need to be RESCUED from this…

We need ENLIGHTENMENT—for our hearts to be FLOODED with the light of truth!

• Rescue only comes from God… 
• Enlightenment only comes from God… 

So today we pray for God to ENLIGHTEN our hearts & FLOOD us with His light! 
• This isn’t just some poorly grounded flickering little light…

• This isn’t some dim light that leaves shadows and still-dark corners…


- We are FLOODED with light! 
- So we can walk in truth

- So we can be filled with joy

- So we can live and walk CONFIDENTLY in our identity in Christ.

- And this light leaves us FLOODED with hope


- We are FLOODED with worship and praise and thanksgiving! 

You are a well-loved child—JUMP into the arms of your father as you thank and praise Him! 

God wants us to stand up into our identity in Christ—to KNOW and BE who we are in Christ! 
Stand Up and WALK! 
• Stand Up 

• Get up and STAND into your identity as a SON or DAUGHTER!

• God has RICHLY loved and blessed you—STAND IN HIS LOVE.

• God has given you real strength and hope and identity—STAND IN THIS IDENTITY


• WALK as the child of God that you are!  
• Follow Jesus—enjoy Him. obey Him.

• Walk by FAITH—depending of God for every step.


• Find joy in the presence of Jesus.

• Find hope and confidence in Jesus.

• Find victory and new life in obeying Jesus.


• Meditate and marinate in the Word of God. 
• There just is no Christian walk without a steady intake and study of God’s Word.
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• It is the Word of God that, if hidden in our heart, will illuminate lies and keep us from insecurity 

and doubt and even sin.


Before we can stand UP, we need to Get DOWN and PRAY! 
• Wait patiently for the Lord—He hears us and replies!   

• Sit in, wait for, invite the presence of God.

• Cry out to God for deliverance.

• Allow the Holy Spirit to minister the love and nearness of the Father to you.

• Intercede for others stuck in darkness.


• Worship God for who He is and for what He has done. 
• Paul worships God by reminding the Church what He has done for us.

• Rehearse the Gospel and praise God for all He has done for you!

• Worship your Father for His holiness and love and forgiveness and patience for us.


Today, as we respond, we GET DOWN & PRAY and then GET UP & WALK


