
Ephesians 1:20-21 
He exercised this power in Christ by raising him from the dead and seating him at his right 
hand in the heavens— far above every ruler and authority, power and dominion, and every 
title given, not only in this age but also in the one to come.


Title: Power to the King 

Prayer


- In our previous verses, Paul prayed that the eyes of the hearts of the children of God, 
would be flooded with light so that we could see what is already true about us — namely 
that we have hope, that we are a glorious and rich inheritance to God, and that (last 
week) we have immeasurably great power. 


- He further expounds on this power, in our verses today, when He says that 

- “[God] exercised this power in Christ by raising him from the dead” (vs. 20) 

- “If the death of Christ is the supreme demonstration of the love of God… the 
resurrection of Christ is the supreme demonstration of his power.” (FF Bruce) 

- You can’t get any worse off than dead right?  
- To overcome a disease is one thing…depression…tragedy… 


- Death is the culmination and climax of all sin. 
- Death is as low as it gets. 

- Jesus dug down to the depths of the depravity of man and not only conquered sin, 

but he even conquered the aftermath and consequence of sin — death. 


- And IF He conquered death, then He has conquered all.  
- This is the power of God put on display, and this is the power that Paul prayed for 

Christians to remember that we already had. THIS is the same power that is in us — 
resurrection power. 


- And when Jesus rose, He just didn’t rise to die again. Jesus is RISEN and RISEN 
FOREVER. Jesus is victorious OVER death and Jesus is victorious AFTER death.


- Romans 8:11 
- ”If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you, then he who raised Christ 

from the dead will also bring your mortal bodies to life through his Spirit who lives in you.”   
- That is our ultimate hope and the ultimate display of God’s power in our lives. 


- But here in Ephesians, Paul is reminding us that this resurrection power is not JUST for 
THEN. It is for NOW. 


- This is not just resurrection power to raise us up from the corruption of death, this is 
also resurrection power to raise us up from the struggles of life.  


- And the FACT that Jesus is risen from the DEAD, means that EVERYTHING ELSE is NO 
BIG DEAL for him. 
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- “He exercised this power in Christ by raising him from the dead and seating him at his 
right hand in the heavens.” (vs. 20)


- The Right Hand Is:  
- A place of Companionship  
- A place of Honor 
- A place of Confidence  
- A place of Authority 

- “The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a 
footstool for Your feet.”


- The right hand is a place of authority, and the authority has been given to Jesus. 


- Authority is always in relationship to something. If you have authority then it means 
that someone else doesn’t. 


- Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father — the place of ALL authority. And 
Jesus having all authority means that everyone and everything does NOT.  

- ALL other things are subject to him, EVEN the most POWERFUL things in the 
universe.


“…and seating him at his right hand in the heavens— far above every ruler and authority, 
power and dominion, and every title given, not only in this age but also in the one to 
come.” (vs. 21) 

- Christ is seated in the heavens ABOVE.  
- And how much above?  

- Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father FAR above.  
- Far above what? 


“every ruler and authority, power and dominion, and every title given” 

First: Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father, FAR ABOVE authorities dominions 
and powers. 


- “power” is talking about supernatural power. Jesus is over every supernatural power; or 
every supernatural FORCE — godly or demonic. 


- And every “authority and dominion.” 

- Same words that Paul uses later in Ephesians 6 when he says that we do not wrestle 

against flesh and blood but against principalities and power, spiritual forces of wickedness 
in high and low places.

- Did you know that there is a spiritual battle going on in a spiritual realm right now 

and WE are the object of its results.  
- Satan and his cohorts are real, and they hate us. They hate our faith. They hate our 

worship. They hate our Jesus. They hate our marriages. They hate our children. They 
hate our ministries. 


Page �  of �2 9



- And if you want Paul’s prayer from our previous verse, answered in your life, then you 
need to wake up to the demonic battle that rages for your soul, your marriage, your 
children, your ministry every day.


- Paul tells us explicitly in Ephesians 6 that the battle that we THINK is against that person 
in our life or that situation is actually NOT.  


- Ephesians 6:12  
- “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers, 

against spiritual forces of wickedness in heavenly places.” 


- There is a battle happening in the spiritual realm and it affects the physical realm.  


- Just like God ALLOWS the affects of sin to be present IN THE WORLD until Jesus 
returns and ushers in a new Kingdom and new Earth, God allows the affects of sin to be 
present IN THE SPIRITUAL REALM.  

- There are powers and dominions, and there are, what it says here “authorities”. 


- “Authorities” = Those with delegated power. 

- So just like God has delegated power to his people, before He created humanity, He 

delegated power to angels. 

- When God created angles, He delegated a certain level of authority to them as 

ministers of His, just like he delegated a certain level of authority to humanity. 

- And just like humanity had a choice to use their authority for good or evil, so did the 

angels. 

- And Lucifer was an ANGEL with high position and high delegated authority, and He 

chose to try to rise up against God and in turn He, along with other rebellious 
angels, where cast out of the presence of God. 


- This is what the Bible calls “demons” and what Paul calls in Eph. 6 “Spiritual forces 
of wickedness”. 


- HOWEVER…

- When demons fell, their delegated authority remained intact. 


- “god of this word” (1 Cor. 4)

- “Ruler of this world” (John 12)

- “Prince of power of air” (Eph. 2)


- Fallen angels still have the limited authority that they were given in the beginning. The 
power was intended to be used for the glory and purpose of God, but now it is being 
used to steel, kill, and destroy. 


- The Bible is clear that Satan does not have ALL power, but he does have SOME, and 
and he will use every bit of it to work against God’s plan and God’s people.


- And THIS is who we war against. 

- And THIS is who Paul is talking about here when He says every power, dominion, and 

authority.
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- “Dominion” here refers to the dominion of, specifically, celestial beings. This is talking 
about spiritual beings. 


- Jurisdiction. 

- As in a King’s authority or dominion over a certain region, which is part of the reality of 

the spiritual realm as seen in Daniel 10.


- What scripture seems to teach is that some demons (and we would assume angels) have 
dominions. They have territories, and are territorial. 


- And we would be FOOLSISH to think that’s not the case in our community. 


- HOWEVER, DO NOT GET THIS WRONG….  
- He has SOME power. He is not ALL powerful, and he does not have free rein. 

- Job 1 when Satan ASKED God for permission to bring devastation against Job in order 

to test him, and God ALLOWED IT, and LIMITED how far Satan could go. 

- Luke 22, Jesus told Peter “Satan has ASKED to sift you like wheat…” 

- IMark 5, “The demons inside the tormented man BEGGED Jesus to not drive them into 

the abyss, but to ALLOW them to go into the pigs.” And Jesus GAVE THEM the 
permission. 

- You are a child of God, and everything that comes at you, must pass through the 

sovereign hands of God before it get to you. 

- The devil has SOME power, but he does not have ALL power. 

- This not a battle of GOOD God against EVIL God and we’ll see who wins. There is 

only ONE GOD. 

- We have to remember that 

- Satan is a created being with limited access and limited authority. 


- Now, he has been around longer than you, and is craftier and smarter than you, but he 
is still a created being. 


- But there there is only King.


- We are living in a Kingdom. We are Kingdom Kids in a Kingdom. But this is not a 
Kingdom where there is a fight for authority.   

- There is a battle for INFLUENCE. There is a battle for our ATTENTION. There is a battle 

for our ALLEGIANCE. But there is not a battle for the throne. And there was NEVER a 
battle for the throne. 


- Lucifer (Satan) attempted to START a battle in the beginning when he said, “I will exalt 
myself and be like the Most High”, but there was no for the throne. 


- But YES there IS a battle for lives Christian, and if we don’t fight with spiritual weapons 
we can get beat down, beat up, and even taken captive TEMPORARILY in the battle, but 
the WAR is already won. There is no battle for the throne. JESUS already won. The 
VICTORY is already his. 


- And if you’re a Kingdom Kid, then the victory is already yours too.  
- You may not FEEL like it right now. You may be in the middle of a battle that feels 

impossible to win. 
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- Which means that sometimes it can APPEAR that the enemy has more power than he 
actually does because I’m ALLOWING him to have some power or because he has taken 
advantage of something in my life.


- Last week week when a woman came to receive prayer from the prayer team. 

- Tormented.  
- Trapped by crippling fear.  
- Depths of depression.  
- Non stop headache 

- In the life of the Christian Satan has no authority, and so he has to look for 
opportunity.  

- Demons are like sin in the life of the Christian. Sin has no authority and yet if we give it a 
place it will wreak havok. 


- Demons have no authority or power over the Christian, but they will take whatever place 
we give them in our lives. 


- How do we give them a place?   
- When we:  

- Entertaining lies (bc. John 8 says that Satan is the Father of lies - lies are his realm)

- Make little compromises or big rebellions 


- 1 Samuel 15 tells us rebellion against God is like the sin witchcraft — it opens the 
door


- Eph. 5 tells us bitterness, unforgiveness, anger, gives the devil a place in our lives. 

- In my experience, the devil likes to squat on:

- exhaustion and weariness

- discouragement, hurt 


- We are in a battle, and if we don’t fight with the right weapons and appropriate the 
promises of God to our situations, then can get pretty beat up. 


- But it’s not because Jesus isn’t victorious over the enemy. It’s because we have given 
the enemy and open door or have not appropriated Christ’s victory to that situation. 


- But: 

- JESUS IS FAR ABOVE EVERY AUTHORITY, POWER, AND DOMINION.

- He also is also far above every “rule” in says in our passage today, and as we’ll see in a 

minute, “every origin”. 


- JESUS IS FAR ABOVE EVERY RULE (Lit. “every beginning”)  
- The CSB uses the word “ruler”.


- Greek word has an even deeper meaning than this. 

- “Arché”, (as in “archaic”), as in very very old. 


- Arché = “the beginning” or “the origin”. 
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- It means that which was first and is therefore, “chief” which is why translations translate 
it “rule”. It’s talking about that which is preeminent. That which was at the beginning. 


- We might call it the “root”, or the “origin”. 

- And here’s why it matters:  
- We spend SO MUCH TIME trying to get to the bottom of things — trying to get to the 

root.

- My health story of trying to find the root.. 

- And that’s the plan for emotional pain also right?  
- It’s the solution for a marriage on the brink of divorce (“if we can just figure out 

where we got of track”)

- It’s the solution for bad cycles and addiction:  

- If I can find the root trauma that caused me to be trapped and in bondage in the 
first place, then I can start getting free. 


- And if we can just FIX the ROOT. 


- But this passage is telling us that that God rose Jesus from the dead and seated 
Him at his right hand FAR ABOVE EVERY ROOT.  

- Which means: That every ROOT doesn’t have authority over me because Jesus has 
authority over IT. 

- John 1 John uses the exact same greek word, “In the BEGINNING”, in the “arché”, in 
the root, in the origin… 


- John 1:1,14  
- “In the beginning was the WORD, and the word was with God, and the word was God… 

and the word became flesh and dwelt among us.” 
- It’s talking about Jesus. Jesus is the ultimate arché. Jesus is the preeminent one.  

- That root cause does not have preeminence. Jesus is the preeminence.  

- “Every title given, not only in this age but also in the one to come” (vs. 21)


- He’s saying: 

- JESUS IS FAR ABOVE EVERY NAME. 

- In Hebrew culture a name is inseparable from the person it belongs to — It is part of 
their essence. 


- The name is the manifestation or revelation of the person’s character.  
- The name carries weight. 

- Jesus is far above every name, and everything that every name represents. 


- Which means that names don’t carry the same weight in the presence of Jesus. 

- Titles don’t carry the same weight in the presence of Jesus. 

- Labels mean nothing in the face of Jesus.


- Jesus has authority over every name, label, and title, and over everything that 
those names, labels, or titles carries with them.  

- And this is good news for us! 
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- Stats about cancer.  

- We act treat the NAME of cancer like it carries more weight than the name of Jesus.  
- It would do us some good to learn a lesson from the demons: When they hear the name of 

Jesus they SHUTTER. 

- We have forgotten the power of His name. 

- When we hear the name of cancer we shutter, because we have forgotten its place: 

- Cancer BOWS to the name of Jesus. And so does every other name. 


- Woman who was freed from demons. 

- The NAME of depression — the NAME of despair — The NAME of hopelessness the 

NAME of whatever demons were attaching to her, they mean NOTHING in the face of 
Jesus.


- It is at the name of Jesus that every knee will bow, and it is at the name of Jesus that 
every other name, title, and label bows.  

- Which means that my diagnosis from my doctor doesn’t have to dictate my joy, 
because that diagnosis doesn’t have authority over my joy. Jesus does.  

- Martha and Jesus…  

- “… far above every ruler and authority, power and dominion, and every name 
given…” (vs. 21)


- “But Lord, Lazarus is DEAD.” 

-   “But Martha I am the resurrection and the LIFE”

- “But he’s DEAD Lord.” 

- “I don’t care if he’s dead. I’m JESUS. Death doesn’t mean anything to me. I BREATHE and 

things are created. I say a WORD and mountains dissipate. I speak a WORD and 
situations change." 

- Like he told Job in Job 38: 


- Where were you when the earth was formed? 

- Where were you when I was teaching the waves how far they could come up the 

shore. 

- Where was your diagnosis when when I placed stars in the heavens and gave 

them each a name?  

- I respect Doctors and am thankful for them, but we need to stop given so much 
weight to the name of the P.H.D. and start remembering that the name of G.O.D.  

- Some of us are so consumed with the sickness that we have forgotten the savior… so 
concerned with the SITUATION and it’s POTENTIAL TEMPORAL outcome, that we have 
forgotten our POSITION and our GUARANTEED ETERNAL outcome.

- “Martha, don’t tell me about death. I am the resurrection and the LIFE. Lazarus 

come forth!” 

-
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- We can’t lose sight of who’s really on the throne. There is NO name that Jesus is 
subject to.  

- Christian, you are a KINGDOM KID, which means that you are seated in the heavenly 
places WITH Jesus, where he is high above all principalities and powers, and rulers, and 
kingdom, and diagnosis and labels and every single name that is names both in heaven 
and on earth. ALL things are subject to him.


- Only Jesus is final. It doesn’t matter what word was spoken over you; what diagnosis was 
given to you; what label was put on you. Jesus IS the living word. Jesus is the reversing 
diagnosis. 


- Some people have let names and labels exalt like a banner over your head, but labels 
means NOTHING to Jesus. 


- Titles means nothing to Jesus. 

- His title is “CHRIST”. 

- Savior. 

- Healer. 

- Restorer of the breach. 

- Healer of the nations 

- Hope to the hopeless

- Life for the dying 

- Strength for the broken 

- Truth in the face of lies 

- Light in the face of darkness 

- Love that drives out fear


- That label put on you from someone you respected or loved does not have the final 
say. Jesus has the final say.  

- Call ON JESUS and remember who HE IS and who YOU ARE IN HIM.  

- But we are not defined by those other names or titles or labels. JESUS calls us by our 
TRUE name.


- Our name is beloved, accepted, treasured, powerful KINGDOM KID. 

- Some of us have been walking around like we’re living on the earth, forgetting that 

our home is actually in the heavens.  
- And this power and authority (it says at the end of our verse) has no end. 


- Jesus doesn’t JUST have the power. He has ALL of the power. 

- Your King is not fighting FOR the victory. He is  fighting FROM the victory.  
- It says that Jesus has been SEATED at the right hand of the Father.  
- Jesus isn’t sitting down because He is tired. He is sitting down because He is 

finished.  
- You sit down because the WORK is done, and Jesus FINISHED the work. The victory has 

already been won. 

- His sitting down means that the WAR is over. He’s already got the victory. 
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- The first time someone told me that I didn’t have to be addicted to things that I was still 
addicted to as a Christian 

- Not only do you have the PERMISSION to not sin. You have the POWER to not sin. 
You have A CHOICE.  

- And for me, it was there all along. The victory was always there. Somebody just finally 
told me, and I finally chose to appropriate what was already true about me, to my 
life. 

- Romans 6:6-7 (NLT) 
- “We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its 

power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. For when we died with Christ we were 
set free from the power of sin.”


- The problem isn’t that Jesus hasn’t risen from the dead. The problem is that so we, 
so often, live like He’s still in the grave.  

- The problem isn’t that our old man needs to be crucified, the problem is that we 
forget that he is ALREADY dead


- The problem is our lack of appropriation, not our struggle with addiction. 


- This is easier said than done. This can’t be done on your in your own strength. You need 
FAITH. 


- You’ve GOT the victory. But you just need FAITH to see it walk in it.  

- Good news: You don’t need big faith. You just need a big God. You just need properly 

directed faith. 

- Faith the size of as a mustard seed placed in the God of the universe can transform 

impossible situations.  
- Faith the size of as a mustard seed, placed in the God of the universe can transform 

impossible situations.


Page �  of �9 9


