
When the Cross Becomes Familiar 

Intro

Luke 15:11-30
“A man had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of 
the estate I have coming to me.’ So he distributed the assets to them. Not many days later, 
the younger son gathered together all he had and traveled to a distant country, where he 
squandered his estate on prodigal living. After he had spent everything, a severe famine 
struck that country, and he had nothing. Then he went to work for one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. He longed to eat his fill from the pods that 
the pigs were eating, but no one would give him anything. When he came to his senses, he 
said, ‘How many of my father’s hired workers have more than enough food, and here I am 
dying of hunger! I’ll get up, go to my father, and say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and in your sight. I’m no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of 
your hired workers.”’ So he got up and went to his father. But while the son was still a long 
way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion. He ran, threw his arms around his 
neck, and kissed him. The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your 
sight. I’m no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father told his servants, ‘Quick! 
Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 
Then bring the fattened calf and slaughter it, and let’s celebrate with a feast, because this son 
of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ So they began to celebrate. 
Now his older son was in the field; as he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 
So he summoned one of the servants, questioning what these things meant. ‘Your brother is 
here,’ he told him, ‘and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him 
back safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and didn’t want to go in. So his father came out 
and pleaded with him. But he replied to his father, ‘Look, I have been slaving many years for 
you, and I have never disobeyed your orders, yet you never gave me a goat so that I could 
celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your assets 
with prostitutes, you slaughtered the fattened calf for him.’ “‘Son,’he said to him, ‘you are 
always with me, and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because 
this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”

- Genesis 2:16-17
- And the LORD God commanded him, “You may eat freely from every tree of the garden, 

but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; for in the day that you 
eat of it, you will surely die."

- We weren’t created because God needed our love. We were created as objects of HIS 
love.
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- Sin is not bad because it is forbidden. Sin is forbidden because it is bad.

- Prior to eating of the tree, two things: 
- #1 Humanity had no knowledge of good and evil.
- #2 There was no evil to HAVE knowledge of, at least not within ourselves. 

- But when they disobeyed God and ate, two things happened: 
- #1: The presence of evil came INTO them, and in turn, all of us. 

- #2: An awareness of sin entered humanity. 

- And what does this knowledge produce? 

- Usually, Shame. 
-
- “Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in 

the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid…  But the Lord God called to the man, 
“Where are you?” He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because 
I was naked; so I hid.” (Genesis 3:8)

- Humanity was not designed to handle the weight of our sin. We crumble under the 
weight of it. 

- And where there was once safety and confident love, now there was fear and shame and 
discord. 

- And that’s what sin does to us. It brings fear and shame and discord… and 
ultimately death.

- The wages of sin is death. (Romans 6:23)
- And not just physical death, but spiritual death. 
- We are born DEAD in your sins and trespasses (Ephesians 2:1) unable to make ourselves 

alive.

- Sin is offensive to God. Sin is everything contrary to God. If God is light, then sin darkness. 
- If God looks like life and sun and color and light and blooms of flowers, then sin looks like 

death and utter destruction, and barren land — parched and incapable of ever producing 
anything that looks even remotely close to life. 

- Satan is the destroyer, and when he introduced sin to humanity, he introduced 
destruction. 

- And because God is fully righteous, and because he is light and no darkness can dwell in 
his presence, SIN cannot be in his presence, which is why the prophet Isaiah wrote: 
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“Your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from 
you, so that he will not hear.” (Isaiah 59:2)

- Romans 6 definitively reminds us that apart from Christ we were SLAVES of Sin. . 
- We were selfish, self-centered, and self-consumed people AND WE LOVED IT.
- We were born in iniquity, and conceived in sin. And even when we TRIED to do good, our 

motives were mixed at best, and selfish at worst. “Even our righteous deeds are like filthy 
rags before God.” (Isaiah 64:6)

- There is NO ONE righteous. Not even one.  

- And because God is not only a loving and good Father, but also a righteous and true 
JUDGE, our sin now meant that we were under His judgement. 

- In a moment, humanity went from experiencing the love and nearness of God, to being 
under His wrath separated by a unscalable chasm.

- God does not judge because of His vengeance. God judges because of His 
righteousness, but HE DOES JUDGE. 

- He is GOD. He is PERFECT in all of His ways, and He CANNOT tolerate sin. He MUST 
JUDGE SIN.

- “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience — among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, like the rest of mankind.” (Ephesians 2:1-3)

- “For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.Yet God, in his grace, 
freely makes us right in his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from 
the penalty for our sins. For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice [propitiation] for sin. 
People are made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding 
his blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when he held back and did not 
punish those who sinned in times past, for he was looking ahead and including them in 
what he would do in this present time. God did this to demonstrate his righteousness, for 
he himself is fair and just, and he makes sinners right in his sight when they believe in 
Jesus.” (Romans 3:23-26 NLT)

- God sent His only son to suffer and die on a cross, to take on the punishment that I 
deserved; that you deserved. 
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- The wages of sin is death, and so Jesus DIED on our behalf. 2 Cor. 5 says that He became 
sin on our behalf, we might become the righteous of God in Him. 

- Jesus became our sin, so that we could become His righteousness. 

- God sent His son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world, through Him, 
might be saved. (John 3:17)

- But the ONLY way to be justified and be made right before God is through trusting in Jesus, 
receiving redemption as a free gift of grace. 

- Confessing Jesus as the Lord of your life, and believing in your heart that God rose Him 
from the dead. 

- Sin separated us from God. Sin drew us to destruction and we responded to the call. And 
while we were in our rebellion, “While we were we enemies of God, christ died for us.”

“At just the right time, while we were powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.” (Romans 5:6)

For:
"Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 
behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death, to present 
you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.” (Col. 1:21-22) which is 
EXACTLY WHO WE WERE BEFORE SIN ENTERED THE WORLD (“without blemish and 
free from accusation”) and exactly what Jesus came to bring us back to. This is 
REDEMPTION. This is Christ BUYING us BACK to the Father. 

- Planted deep in the heart of every single human being is a remnant of this truth. 
- “God has placed eternity into our hearts.” (Ecclesiastes 3:11)

- Phantom Pain. 
- “Human ideals are actually the phantom pain of the soul.”
-
- When the dissonance of sin entered in, leading us to destruction. And when humanity gave 

up on looking for God and settled for second rate functional saviors like sex, and money, 
and success, TRYING TO fill this gaping emptiness inside us, God never stopped looking 
for us.  

- Even while we were DEAD in our sins and trespasses, Christ CAME to die. 

- Right when we thought there was no hope, in His love, the God who held the 
universe in the palm of His hands, and who created the worlds, shrank Himself down 
and crawled into human flesh — the creator subjected himself to the limitations of 
His creation — and became a man so that we could sync with His heartbeat once 
again.  

- Humanity at large had forgotten what it felt like to have our souls resonate at the frequency 
of God. 
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- And when God stepped down from eternity, and crawled into our sin, the creator became 
like the created so that He could look us in the eyes again and say “Remember? 
Remember me? Remember me and you. We were together in the beginning.”

- “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 
1:14)

- WE were the lost sheep that the shepherd came and found. WE were the lost coin. 
- WE were the rebellious younger brother waisting His life away. 
- WE were the self-righteous older brother whose good performance would never be 

enough. 

- And while we were lost in our sin, God crawled into human flesh to come and find us. 
Jesus became a man to come and find me. 

People say, “What about Buddha? What about Mohammad? What about Krishna?” 

- None of them came for me. Only Jesus came and found me. 
- When Jesus said I am the ONLY WAY to the Father, He was saying that He was the way 

back home. It wasn’t a popularity contest. Jesus was saying, “Dom, nobody else is coming 
for you.” 

- You were lost, and I’m the only who: 
- 1. Knew were you were, and 
- 2. Cared enough to come and get you.” 

- The beauty of the gospel is not that if I am good enough, maybe I can get to God. The 
beauty of the gospel is that I am not good enough, so God came to me.  

- The FATHER was IN Jesus, reconciling the world back to Himself. 
- He is the Father in the prodigal son story who RAN out to meet the younger rebellious son 

when He was still down the road. 
- HE is the Father who went OUT TO find the older brother when He was outside and 

wouldn’t come in. 
- HE is the shepherd who leaves the 99 to find the 1. 
- HE is the WOMAN who looks all night to find the lost coin.
- He is the one who came OUT TO ADAM and FOUND Him in His fear and shame. 

- The cross was not just a legal transaction to deal with our sin. The cross was a 
transaction of love for the purpose of relationship.  

- God was in Jesus RECONCILING the world to Himself. (2 Cor. 5) 
- It doesn’t get any clearer than that. The whole point FROM THE BEGINNING was loving, 

intimate, personal, confident, shameless, partnering relationship with our Creator. 
- And THAT is what sin broke. And THAT is what Jesus died to get back. 
- The removal of sin was not the end. The removal of sin was a MEANS to an end. 
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- Christian, Jesus didn’t die so your sins could be forgiven. Jesus died to reconcile you back 
to relationship with God, AND YOUR SIN was standing in the way, so He dealt with it on 
the cross. 

Guided time thanking for cross (5 min)
- Time of stillness reflecting on cross.. what are you thankful for. 
- Allow your heart to find an attitude of gratitude and thankfulness. 
- Everything we have as children of God, is because of the cross… so declare out loud the 

The [power of] the Cross means: __________________. 

Guided praying for people 

Prayers of declaration: 
- What did you just declare about the cross? 
- Declare that truth over specific people in your life (Christians or not). 
- Ie. “Jesus you have power over addiction. And you have power over addiction in 

___________ ’s life.” 
- Declare other truths over specific people in your life (Christians or not). 

�  of �6 6


