
RECOGNIZING REVIVAL MOMENTS (Part 2) 

- Recap…
- Jesus takes his disciples through a place called Samaria, which was a region, and a 

people, that Jews stayed away from. 
- The disciples go get some food while Jesus meets a Samaritan woman at a well, who 

had been shunned by her community because she’s been married five times and is now 
living with her boyfriend, which would have been a disgrace to her and her family. 

- esus honors her by speaking with her, and even asking her for help in getting him a drink 
of water. 

- She’s tripping. “Why are you even talking to me and asking me for water?”
- John 4:10
- ‘Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, 

you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”’
- The implication is, you are unable to recognize what is already happening in 

front of you, but gosh, if you see it, we’d be having a much different 
conversation. 

- She doesn’t get it.
- Jesus tells her that he knows about her five failed marriage and her live-in boyfriend. 
- For a moment, she engages in that conversation, but immediately changes the subject to 

talk about, what was a social / religious debate of the time about and where people ought 
to worship (next week). 

- Jesus finally reveals that He’s the Messiah and everything starts to makes sense..
- She drops her bucket, and goes back to tell her community that she has found the 

Messiah who knows everything about her.  
- Meanwhile, the disciples come back from getting food and Jesus tells them
- John 4:35-36 
- “Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes 

and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.”
- The implication is, I’m doing something right here and now, and you either can’t 

see it, or are choosing to not look.  
- The woman comes back with her people, they meet Jesus. Jesus stays with them, and 

many Samaritans are saved.
- Great worldwide revivals movements are made up of millions of individual moments 

like these. 
- Jesus is bringing revival right here, but, both groups are missing it. 

- On one hand, it is encouraging to know that God can be doing something significant, even 
if we can’t see it yet. 

- But on the other hand (more importantly), when God IS doing something significant, we 
should WANT to see it, because it’s impossible to participate in something that you CAN’T 
SEE. 
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- “Why is it that we sometimes fail to see?” 
- 5 reasons…
- First 3 reasons with the woman… 

- WHY was she missing it?  
- Is it possible maybe vision was impaired by other things?

It appears that: 

- 1. Debilitating shame had blinded her from seeing God’s gift and God’s face.
- “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink"

- John makes sure to tell us in v.6 that she was at the well “at noon”. Why is this 
important? 

- Women, in the first century, almost always got water for their families, but they always did 
it together as a group, and always early in the morning, before the desert sun had 
heated up the desert air. 

- But she is there by herself, at noon. Why? 
- V. 18 tells us that she had been married five times and was now living with someone who 

wasn’t her husband. 
- Why’d she go the well by herself at a time of day when she could be sure no one 

else would be there? Shame. 

- Shame forces us into isolation. 
- “Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. (Genesis 2:25) 
- Why does it tell us that? Because that changes in the next Chapter. 
- Adam and Eve disobey God and eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and
- “Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so 

they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves… and they hid from 
the Lord God…” (Genesis 3:7-8)

- What changed their minds about their nakedness? Shame. 
- They now understood their capacity to do evil, and were overwhelmed with the shame of 

their sin. 
- Shame is the awareness of our depravity, plus our separation from God, coupled 

with an awareness that there’s nothing we can do to fix it, AND SO WE HIDE. 

- But the other thing that shame does, is it pushes us so low, and convinces us so deeply, 
of our unworthiness and lack of value, that it actually prevents us from receiving good 
things, even from God.

- Shame forces us into isolation and forbids us from receiving good things.  
- It’s no wonder that Jesus says in v.10 that this woman see can’t receive the GIFT God 

has for her.  
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- Jesus came to lift her (and us) from shame, so that would see and receive. 

The second thing we see as a possible hindrance to this woman’s ability to recognize 
what’s going on was that: 

- 2. Pressing earthly needs had obstructed her view of enteral things.
- “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give 

them will never thirst…” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t 
get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” (John 4:13, 15)

- Sometimes our immediate practical need can be so great (or our view of it so BIG 
that it can eclipse the bigger thing that God is doing right in front of us. 
- Solar eclipse: The little tiny moon, gets in just the right place and totally obstructs our 

view of the gigantic and powerful sun. 
- This us so often, us. 

- Our very real, (but temporal) needs,  obstruct our view of the the bigger thing 
that God is doing right in front of us. 

- Don’t get me wrong. God really about our personal needs, but that’s the point! HE really 
cares which means that we don’t have to worry. 

- “Your heavenly Father knows that you need all of these things… seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness, and all these things shall given to you.” (Matthew 6:32-33)

- 3. Religious, social issues had distracted her from what really mattered.
- Jesus has this crazy moment with this woman, where He exposes THEE most profound 

brokenness and longing in her life, and He wants to do something about it. THAT is what 
matters in this moment… but she, again, misses it. 

- And for what? A debate on a hot social and religious topic of the day.
- After Jesus tells her that He knows about her five husbands and current living situation…
- “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet.” (and then immediately changes 

the subject) Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place 
where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”’ (John 4:19-20)

- Jesus is trying to take her to the heart of her brokenness and this poor woman — all she 
can do is talk about if it’s ok to worship from home, or if you need to go to the church 
building in Jerusalem?

- fiery darts of the enemy 
- Could it be that this cultural, religious debate had distracted her from seeing what 

God was doing, and who Jesus was? 
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- We know it to be true from our own experience: God can be doing something amazing 
right in front of us, and we can totally miss it because we’re caught up in fruitless debates 
and issues. 

- “Do not get involved in foolish, discussions… These things are useless and a waste of 
time.” (Titus 3:9) 

- Media fast, prayer fast…
- Sometimes we don’t even realize that we are caught up in something until we get some 

space from it, and get a new perspective. 
- This woman was distracted by something that really didn’t matter. 

- On to the disciples…

- Blue Route: Normal. Red route: Jesus. 
- Without apology, Jesus takes the disciples through a place that HE KNOWS they will have 

a hard time with. 
- Why didn’t Jesus go ALONE to Samaria? Because this revival is as much about the 

CHURCH as it is about the lost. 
- When God is bringing revival, it is not ONLY about the lost. He wants to do something NEW 

in the church. 
- Sadly, the disciples (the church people), totally miss it, as we often do. 

- When the disciple return, Jesus says to the them:
- “Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and 

look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.” (John 4:35)
- Literally, “white” for harvest. 
- Jesus is using the illustration of white topped grain, to speak about the spiritual harvest of 

sprouting up - the Samaritan people.
- The Samaritans wore turbans on their heads….
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- This is part of the gospel story: The Kingdom of God wasn’t just coming to Judea and 
Galilee. Jesus said it in Act 1:8“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) Because if the gospel was coming to Samaria, then it might as well 
have been to the ends of the earth. 
- The ends of the earth can be right in your back yard. The nations can be right in your 

back yard, if you will just open your eyes and LOOK. 
- Revival is here, right now. 

- This was a revival moment for the church people to embrace, but they did not 
recognize it. 

- Maybe, they too, had a vision problem. 

- However, with the disciples, I don’t know that it was because their view of earthly things 
was TOO BIG (like the woman). I think the problem was their view of eternal things was 
too small.

- I think they could see what Jesus was doing, because they had too narrow of a view 
of God, His heart, and His plan.

- 4. A narrow view of God’s heart had prevented the disciples from recognizing a 
personal revival moment. 

- As first century Jews, their understanding of who God was and what He cared about, would 
have been defined by religious leaders who were teaching that God was the God of Israel, 
not of the nations. And when Messiah came, THAT is who He would care about. No one 
else.

- Like we often do, they had created a God of their own liking, who cared deeply about the 
things THEY cared about, but nothing else. 

- Over and over, this prevented them from seeing anything beyond that.   

- God was right there in Samaria, bringing revival, but Samaria didn’t fit inside of the box that 
the disciples had made for God, so they weren’t able to embrace it, yet.
- “Is. 55 “God’s thoughts and ways are high above…”

- Jesus was bringing revival, not just around these disciples, but IN them, AND THEY 
COULDN’T SEE IT. 

- A narrow view of God’s heart had prevented them from recognizing a personal 
revival moment.

- 5. A narrow view of God’s plan had prevented them from recognizing a missional 
revival moment.  

- As first century Jews, they would have believed that God’s plan was to overthrow the evil 
government, and to set up a righteous government, ruled by the Messiah. 
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- But that wasn’t God’s plan! 

- A narrow view of God’s PLAN was preventing them from recognizing AND JOINING IN a 
REVIVAL that was already in motion. 

- To be fair. This would have been a really difficult thing for the disciples to understand. 
- It would have been uncomfortable, it would have seemed unsafe, certainly out of the 

ordinary. But that’s kind of what God does. 

- We all want to see the revival moments where whole communities come to faith in Jesus.  
- What if God is ALSO wanting to bring revival IN THE CHURCH? Revival in the church 

doesn’t look it does with the lost. Sometimes it’s gong to be as uncomfortable as Samaria 
was a first century Jew. 

- Maybe there’s a reason why scripture describes salvation as “living water”, but 
sanctification “fire”. Becoming more like Jesus can sting a little. 

- Revival in the Church is always a process of sanctification (making us more like Jesus), 
which is usually uncomfortable and disrupting. 

- God cares about our lives producing fruit and us becoming more like Jesus, which OFTEN, 
comes at the EXPENSE of our comfort, not as a result of it. 

- “Jesus, send your Holy Spirit fire, and bring a holy disruption to your church if that’s 
what needs to happen.” 

- MAYBE, that’s part of what COVID is about right now — a holy disruption of what 
HAS been, so we can get on board with a NEW thing that God is doing. 

- The question is, “Will we recognize it and embrace it?” 

- When Jesus finally tells this woman that He is the Messiah, her eyes are opened to see 
Jesus and see Jesus and her heart is open to receive God’s gift of salvation, check out 
what happens:  

- ‘Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 
“Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?’” (John 
4:28-29a)

- The whole reason she came to the well, in the first place, was to draw water, but 
when her eyes were opened to see who Jesus was, she opens her hands and lets go. 
- This water jug represents so much — her isolation, her shame, her failed marriages and 

broken trust, her emotional and spiritual depravity and thirst. Her physical needs. It was 
kind of everything.  
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- The Holy Spirit led John to include this detail (she left her water jug) on purpose, because 
He wanted us to know that WHEN YOU SEE JESUS ALL THE OTHER STUFF DOESN’T 
MATTER ANYMORE.   

- And so she LET’S GO, which is EXACTLY what you have to do, if you are going to GRAB 
HOLD of JESUS.  

- I love that Jesus refers to salvation as a “gift” here because gift must be RECEIVED. 
- You can’t receive a gift if your hands are full of something else. 
- There is always a letting go of something temporal (and valuable to us), if we are going to 

grab hold of something eternal.  
- We’ve all got a water jug — Something that we hold on to that prevents us from 

surrendering to God, and fully receiving all that He is, all that He has, and all that He 
is doing. 

- Could be:
- Shame 
- Overwhelming personal, needs
- Social issues, debates, problems
- Prejudice
- Limited view of God and His plan 

- Revival can be difficult for the church to see and receive so, I’ve had to ask: “What 
would I have a HARD time with?” Maybe that’s exactly is God is doing? Who knows. 

- Those are the things I want to let go of today. I can’t hold on to that which is 
familiar or comfortable, at the expense of missing revival as it passes me by. 

- Release anything that may be preventing you from seeing and grabbing hold all that God is 
doing right now. 
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