
SPRING UP O WELL (PART 1)
John 4:10,13-14 / Ezekiel 47:1-12

Prayer…

Recap:
- Jesus meets this woman at the well, asks her for water. 
- She’s like, “why are you talking to me?” 
- John 4:10, 13-14 ‘Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks 

you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water…
Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give 
them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.”’

- She doesn’t get it at first, but eventually her eyes are opened and she sees Jesus for who 
He is, and receives the gift of God.  

- She drops her physical water bucket to receive the living water of Jesus and goes to tell 
her community that she just found the Messiah. 

- In turn, many in her community our saved. 

- Today, I want to talk about the water, IN GENERAL. 
- What is living water? 
- Where is it flowing? (it’s ALIVE, so it’s gotta be going somewhere) 
- What is it for?

- We will answer these questions as we go along.

- But first, let’s go all the way back to the beginning.  
- “A river flowed out of Eden to water the Garden…” (Genesis 2:10)  
- But then Adam and Eve disobeyed God, sin entered, and when humanity fell, so did the 

rest of the creation, including this river and this garden.  
- And now, as Romans 8 says, “all creation groans with labor pains” longing for the day   

when Jesus returns to restore all things, as we see in the book of Revelation. 
- If you want to know what it was SUPPOSED TO BE like in the beginning, look to the end.
- We see in Rev. 22, a restored and glorified river. 
- Revelation 22:1-2 “Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as 

crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street 
of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, 
yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.”

- In Ezekiel 47, God shows Ezekiel this river, and this is where we get a little more 
understanding as to what exactly this living water thing is all about, and what comes 
as a result of it. 
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- Ezekiel 34-48 talks about the restoration of God’s people when the Messiah comes and 
creates a new cosmic city, full of life and hope. The imagery Ezekiel using is vivid and 
powerful. 

- In the last Ch. of the book, Ezekiel calls this new city, “The Lord is here”. This is important 
— the defining characteristic of this new city is the presence of God. 

- One of the things God shows Ezekiel is that there will be a new temple, and from this 
temple will flow a life giving miraculous river. 

- It’s debated among scholars as to whether this will be an actually temple, or if Ezekiel is 
using imagery (like he does in the rest of his book) to describe something else.  

- Either way, what happens as a result of this river flowing from the temple is undeniable. 

- Ezekiel 47:1-12 “In my vision, the man brought me back to the entrance of the Temple. 
There I saw a stream flowing east from beneath the door of the Temple and passing to the 
right of the altar on its south side. 2 The man brought me outside the wall through the north 
gateway and led me around to the eastern entrance. There I could see the water flowing 
out through the south side of the east gateway. 3 Measuring as he went, he took me along 
the stream for 1,750 feet and then led me across. The water was up to my ankles. 4 He 
measured off another 1,750 feet and led me across again. This time the water was up to 
my knees. After another 1,750 feet, it was up to my waist. 5 Then he measured another 
1,750 feet, and the river was too deep to walk across. It was deep enough to swim in, 
but too deep to walk through. 6 He asked me, “Have you been watching, son of man?” 
Then he led me back along the riverbank. 7 When I returned, I was surprised by the sight 
of many trees growing on both sides of the river. 8 Then he said to me, “This river flows 
east through the desert into the valley of the Dead Sea. The waters of this stream will 
make the salty waters of the Dead Sea fresh and pure. 9 There will be swarms of living 
things wherever the water of this river flows. Fish will abound in the Dead Sea, for its 
waters will become fresh. Life will flourish wherever this water flows.10 Fishermen 
will stand along the shores of the Dead Sea. All the way from En-gedi to En-eglaim, the 
shores will be covered with nets drying in the sun. Fish of every kind will fi ll the Dead 
Sea, just as they fi ll the Mediterranean. 11 But the marshes and swamps will not be 
purified; they will still be salty. 12 Fruit trees of all kinds will grow along both sides of 
the river. The leaves of these trees will never turn brown and fall, and there will always 
be fruit on their branches. There will be a new crop every month, for they are watered 
by the river flowing from the Temple. The fruit will be for food and the leaves for 
healing.”

- Ezekiel 47 tells us what will happen in this new city of the presence of God. 
- Like all things in the Kingdom, there is both a future fulfillment of this, and a present 

application.
- Yes, the the Kingdom (including this passage) will not fully be fulfilled in ALL OF ITS 

FULLNESS until Jesus returns, AND YES Jesus told us to pray for it NOW: “When you 
pray, pray like this, (Matthew 6) “Our father in Heaven, Holy is your name. Your KINGDOM 
COME, Your will be done. ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.”
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- So, we pray, and even PARTICIPATE in His Kingdom coming now.  
- We’ll talk more about the participation element, next week. 
- But for now, let’s talk about the water. 

- I’m going to use the acrostic “SPRING” (S-P-R-I-N-G), as in “Spring Up O Well”. 
There’s 6 things I want us to point out about the water.  

1. (S)PIRIT - The Holy Spirit is the Living Water

- What IS living water?
- The Holy Spirit — the very presence of God.

- John 7:37-39a  ‘Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried 
out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. “He who believes in Me, 
as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.” By this 
he meant the Spirit whom those who believed in him were later to receive.”

- When we are born again, God gives us His Spirit (Living Water). 
- This is what Jesus is OFFERING to the woman at the well. The indwelling of His 

Holy Spirit. 
- THEN, the Bible tells us to be CONTINUALLY filled with the Spirit.  
- When we are filled with THE Holy Spirit, we are filled with the very presence of 

God. 
- God IS Spirit. So when we talk about the the Holy Spirit, we are talking about the very 

presence of God. 
- This waters flows FROM the temple where the presence of God dwelt. 
- Ezekiel even calls this city where this river is, “The Lord is here”. The living water is a 

river of Spirit — His very presence.

2. (P)OWER - The Water is the source of all power.

- Everything that happened in this vision that Ezekiel saw, came as a result of the water — 
The Spirit is the source of all power. 

- Acts 1:8 “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you…”

- You ever tried turning on a lamp that’s not plugged into electricity? What about driving a car 
that had no engine? 
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- That’s what it’s like trying to live apart from the power of the Holy Spirit. 
- The Spirit is the source of it all. He is the POWER.  
- For what? This is the other question I asked at the beginning. What is living water FOR? 

Answer: 
- New Life (Ezekiel 47:7,9) 

- The Water represents the Spirit, the very presence of God.
- He is the one who brings spiritual life to those who are dead, and abundant life to those 

who are already alive. 
- Romans 8:2 — the Holy Spirit gives life. 

- Productivity (Ezekiel 47:9)
- The water was producing fruit and making things flourish. 
- There is no lasting fruit and productivity in the Kingdom of God, apart from the power and 

the presence of God.  
- Healing (Revelation 22:2)

- The water brought life to the trees and the leaves of the trees were for the HEALING of 
the nations. 

- The Holy Spirit is the one who brings healing. In the presence of God there is physical, 
emotional, spiritual, relational, racial, mental healing.

- Cleansing and Purification (Ezekiel 47:8)
- This water was CLEANSING the salty waters of the dead sea. 
- The Spirit of God cleanses and purifies that which is unclean, corrupted, salty, or bitter,  

even things that seem impossible to clean up and purify. 
- Just like some of our situations or lives that seem too far gone, the dead sea CANNOT 

get undead and unsalty, apart the miraculous power of God. But this is what God does. 

- Miracles (Ezekiel 47:8-12)
- Dead seas becoming fresh, new crops every month. Healing leaves. These are miracles. 
- The Spirit of God ushers in the miraculous! Miracles are possible in the presence of God. 

- Provision (Ezekiel 47:12)
- It says that the river gave life to the trees, that the trees were good for FOOD and that 

there was ALWAYS fruit on their branches. 
- The Spirit of God provides sustenance for us that is BEYOND that which we can see and 

touch.  

- Salvation (Ezekiel 47:10)
- Notice the fishermen’s nets laying out to dry on the banks because they have just 

caught fish. 
- This is talking about actual fish in the new Kingdom, but I can’t escape the fact that Jesus 

(Matthew 4:19) "I will make you “fishers of men”. 
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- Where the water of God’s Spirit goes, there is harvest of souls that His people will 
bring into His Kingdom.

- John 16 — the Holy Spirit “leads people to truth” and “convicts the world of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment.” The Spirit gives life. He alone brings salvation. 

3. (R)ECIPIENTS - God’s people are first recipients of His Living Water.  

- The third question: Where does this living water flow? 
- The water flows INTO us and then FROM us. 
- Before there can ever be a flowing FROM, there has to be flowing INTO (Recipients) 

- John 4:13-14 “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks 
the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them 
a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”’

- We are Recipients. In Ezekiel’s vision, the living water filled the TEMPLE FIRST and then 
poured OUT. Well, God’s presence does not dwell in a physical temple anymore. He 
dwells IN YOU. 

- 1 Corinthians 3:16 “Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in you?”

- You are a carrier of God’s presence. This is both in salvation, and in the ongoing filling of 
God’s Spirit in our lives. 
- Side note: “Baptism of the Holy Spirit” and “Being filled with the Holy Spirit” 

sermons: (realityventura.com/sermons and search: “holy spirit”)

- We are the Temple of God. We are recipients of this water first, which means that all of that 
goodness that we talked about (the life, provision, healing, etc), is for US.

- Where does the water flow? INTO us (and as we’ll see in a minute) FROM us. 

4. (I)MMERSION - God wants to fully immerse His people in the Water of His Spirit. 

- To fully receive, means to be fully IMMERSED. 
- Acts 1:5 “For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.”
- The word “baptize” literally means “to be fully immersed”. 

- When Ez. first stepped into the water (v.3), it was only ankle deep stream. 
- This is where some of us are with presence and power of God in our lives. Ankle deep. 
- But God is not wanting to stop there. He is wanting to go to the knees, then to waist (v. 5), 

then (v.6), so high that you can only swim, which means that is further than the waste. 
- It covers AT LEAST the chest. 
- This reminded me that God wants to invade our HEARTS. 
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- There are idols living in our hearts that we are nurturing because we don’t realize that 
THEY are the ones dictating our passions and affections and goals and desires, NOT the 
Spirit of God.

- These things sit on the throne of our hearts, ruling. God wants to invade our hearts with His 
living water and drive those things OUT! 

- But it’s not just idols in the heart. It’s in the mind too. You can still stand (and even walk) in 
chest, or even shoulder deep, water. But this water was so high that Ezekiel couldn’t walk. 

- God is reminding us that He doesn’t only want the heart. He wants the mind. 
- He is wanting to transform and renew our minds as it says in Romans 12. 
- He is overrode Logic, intellect, and head knowledge of him. He wants to immerse us in His 

Spirit and invade our minds to reframe our limited understanding of Him and what He might 
be doing in our world, in our church, and in our lives, right now. 

- And because there is healing in His presence (in the living water), when you are immersed 
in Him (full of the Holy Spirit), there can be healing even for the mind — neurological 
pathways healed, and brain trauma, and toxic belief systems purified. 

- But… water that keeps on rising, to the point where all you can do is swim in it requires a 
lot of trust and surrender. Giving up control. Full abandon to God. 

5. (N)OT EVERYONE - Not everyone will receive this immersion. 

- Jesus said that the gate to enter His Kingdom is narrow. 
- In the same way, not everyone is willing to go deep (it’s too unknown, too out of their 

control). 
- Some will only splash around in the water, ankle deep, and are content to do so. 

- And God, in his grace, may allow this. But we need to pray for people like this, that they 
would not be blinded to the glory and goodness of full immersion into God’s presence and 
Spirit, because notice that the amazing fruitfulness and life and food and healing, only 
came 6,000 feet down the river where the waters were so deep He couldn’t walk anymore. 

- And some will not splash at all.  
- They will be like the marshes and swamps of (vs.11) — close enough to the water to be 

wet, but not so close that they’re alive, pure, or fruitful.
- I think in the new eternal city, these marshes will forever remind us of where we came from, 

and where, but sadly, some people are here right now.  

- And for those who WILL venture to the deep — it will require trust and surrender. 
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- Matthew 6:24 “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me.”

- The surrendered life is a life of giving up security and comfort and safety. Giving up idols, 
even the ones that seem like a worthwhile investment of our time and energy, in order to 
fully surrender. 

- You can’t tip toe through the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
- Ezekiel said the water was too deep to walk in. You ever tried to swim in a RIVER? You’re 

not in control anymore. 
- Now, it’s GOD’S river — it’s His Spirit, so we CAN trust Him. HE IS IN control, but you 

MUST surrender, and the enemy will try to convince us that we can’t — that we need to be 
in control if we are to survive. But that’s a lie. 

- And for those of us who will receive the full immersion of God’s Spirit, SPRINGS of 
living water will GUSH FORTH from us. 

6. (G)USH FORTH — The Water flows into AND FROM God’s people. 

- Jesus said the living water will become in you a SPRING. Springs SPRING forth. 
- Where does the water FLOW? Into and FROM us.  

- John 7:37-38 ‘Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me 
and drink. “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will 
flow rivers of living water. By this he meant the Spirit whom those who believed in him 
were later to receive.”’

- Remember we are the temple of God’s spirit. We are carries of His presence. 
- Ezekiel’s vision, the water didn’t just FILL the temple, it poured OUT of the temple. 
- We are not just filled with the Holy Spirit. He wants to POUR FORTH, from us. 
- This is why Jesus called it A SPRING of living water, to the woman at the well. 
- The songs we sing in with the kid’s has it RIGHT, and it’s not child’s play!!

SPRING UP O WELL! 

- I think that’s part of what God wants to do in this season. 
- He wants to fill us up and then pour forth from us. 
- You are a carrier of God’s presence and He is pushing us OUTSIDE the four walls of the 

church, right now, to CARRY His presence into our communities. 
- The church building is a symbol of this — Inside the church building actually represents 

quite a bit of safety, comfort, and familiarity for many of us. God is pushing us OUT 
from that. 

- God will not be confined to our boxes or our church buildings. 
- We don’t just GATHER TO GATHER. We gather to SCATTER.

- When a lake is dammed up, the lake only supplies water to the vegetation AT the lake. 
- But when the dam starts to crack, that water overflows, and spread its life far and wide. 
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- For everyone who comes to a church service at a church building, THEY MAY experience 
the power and presence of God, but when the walls of the church come down, and God’s 
people are pushed out into the streets, the STREETS begin to flourish with that life that 
comes from His Spirit in us. 
- And people who would have never come into the church building begin to come in 

contact with God’s presence, through us, OUT THERE. 

- But a dam doesn’t break open from ankle deep water. Gushing forth doesn’t happen from 
playing in the kiddy pool of God’s presence. 

- The Church has splashed in the ankle deep water, for far too long. 
- It’s time to receive the full immersion of the Holy Spirit upon our lives. It’s time to jump into 

the deep end. 
- And THEN will He will gush forth from us, and bring life to those around us. 

- Not ALL of us can or will receive this word today. 
- For those who won’t I pray that God would destroy every enemy that prevents you from 

jumping into the deep end with God.  
- But for those who can and will, I invite you to receive the fully immersion of God’s Spirit 

today. 
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