
SPRING UP O WELL (Part 2) 
John 4

Prayer

- John 4 
- Final exhortations from this whole series (Such a time as this)… 

- In John 4, revival is beginning in Samaria, starting with this woman at the well.
- Jesus is going to give her woman living water, and then she is going to bring that water to 

her community, and many will be saved. 
- But the disciples don’t get it. Jesus says to them in v. 35: 
- John 4:35-38 “Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open 

your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now the one who reaps 
draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be 
glad together…
- First: The time is NOW, Jesus says. It may not look like it, but if you have eyes to see… 

it’s actually now. 
- Second: there is a blessing for the one who joins in with what God is doing. (“He who 

reaps receives a wage”).
- The disciples would give up EVERYTHING, but don’t be discouraged you who follow 

God AND HAVE NO MATERIAL POSSESSIONS. There is an ETERNAL WAGE, better 
than wealth, that you will receive from your Kingdom work.  

- Third: The work will be fun. They will “be glad together” = “to be happy together; to 
rejoice”. 

- Often when God brings revival, it comes at a time when the world is in turmoil and it can 
be exhausting and stretching (like it was for the disciples), but it can also be really FUN 
work where we are all “rejoicing together”. 

- v.38…
- “…Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. I sent you to reap what you have 

not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their 
labor.”
- John the baptist and Jesus Himself, had sown the seed, but after Pentecost, the disciples 

would begin to reap a spiritual, harvest in places like Samaria, where they had not sown.
- This is usually the case with salvation and revival. You may sow or water seeds 

somewhere, where you never get to reap. 
- On the other hand, if you reap somewhere (and lead people to Jesus), it’s most likely 

because someone else had sowed seeds there. 
- At the end of the day, like Paul said, 1 Cor. 3 “I planted.  Apollos watered, but God 

gave the increase.”

- There was this spiritual harvest coming, and Jesus was setting the disciples up for 
it, and inviting them INTO it. 
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- In any given generation, there may be some kind of harvest. I guess the question is, 
“how (if at all) will God’s people participate in it?” As Jesus said, “the workers are few. So 
pray for the Lord of the harvest to send WORKERS into His field.”

- He was talking about us. It’s as true now, as it was then. 

- So, as followers of Jesus, who are living in THIS moment in History, I think it’s good 
for us to ask: Will WE participate? If so, how? 

- So many of these sermons have been about this. We participate by worshipping, praying, 
studying and obeying scripture. We participate by recognizing the moment. 

- But for right here an now, I want to share 7 final (or recapping) ways that we can participate 
in the Spiritual Harvest around us… 

- Last week I used the acrostic: 
- “S-P-R-I-N-G” 
- “U-P - O - W-E-L-L” in order to try to answer this question: 
- “How can we participate in bringing life giving water to a spiritually dry and weary land?”

1. (U)NDER THE FOUNT
- Stay under the fountain of God. 
- John 7 tells us that that the living water, Jesus speaks, of is His Holy Spirit. 
- We are in need of being continually filled with the Holy Spirit. 
- Trying to live the Christian life without the power of the Spirit is like trying to drive a car 

without an engine. 
- No power. 
- Acts 1:8 “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you…”

- Ephesians 5:18 “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled 
with the Spirit.”
- In the Greek, this is a command in the present tense, which means it literally says “YOU 

CONTINUALLY BE BEING FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.” 
- There is some kind of responsibility that we have to participate in being continually 

filled with the Spirit. 
- What is that? HOW do we participate in this? 

- More in depth: realityventura.com/sermons (search: “holy spirit”)

- We participate in being continually full of the Spirit, by Humbling ourselves, 
Surrendering, and Asking. 

- Isaiah 58:11-12 “The Lord will guide you continually, giving you water when you are dry 
and restoring your strength. You will be like a well-watered garden, like an ever-flowing 
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spring. Some of you will rebuild the deserted ruins of your cities. Then you will be known as 
a rebuilder of walls and a restorer of homes.”  

- “It doesn’t matter the situation. Jesus promises that His people  will be fruitful and 
productive. He will guide them, meet their needs, and strengthen them. No matter how sun 
scorched, dry, dusty, hard, difficult, or life threatening the situation currently is, as you and I 
tap into the fresh life-giving water that Jesus provides for us, the promise is that we will not 
dry up or run out. There is no famine or drought in God’s kingdom! This Living Water never 
runs dry. It’s available to you and me 24/7, and it will refresh, revitalize, renew, replenish, 
and produce a fruitful harvest – if we don’t give up (see Galatians 6:9)! So, dig deep. Tap 
into this never-ending source of abundant life, energy, and strength available to you. Drink 
deeply. Drink lavishly. Drink up and grow into a beautiful garden producing much fruit. And 
then, some of us (v. 12) will be used by God to join Him in the rebuilding of the deserted 
ruins of our cities, and will be known as the rebuilder of the walls and restorer of homes!” - 
Kelly Amico

2. (P)ROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS

- In Acts 2, after the Holy Spirit comes upon those 120 disciples, Peter immediately stands 
up with boldness and proclaims the good news of Jesus. 

- There is a connection between being filled with Spirit and proclaiming what Christ has 
done. This is part of the SPRINGING UP of the well from inside of us. 

- This is what happens with the woman at the well. 
- John 4:28-29, 39
- 'Then, leaving her water jar the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 

“Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?”… Many 
of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony.’

- “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did.” I think there is so much tied up in 
this proclamation. It’s like: “Jesus knows everything about my filthy life” And the 
implication is: And He LOVES me. 

- This is her story. This is her testimony.  
- And each of us have a story. 
- We’ve all been set free from something. We’ve all got a story of how Jesus changed our 

life. 
- What we see here, is that there is POWER in the proclamation of that story.    

- This woman didn’t go to seminary OR CHURCH before she shared her testimony. 
- She had no experience or training.   
- She didn’t even have influence or respect (she probably had the exact opposite). 
- But that’s what God does through us: 
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- 1 Corinthians 1:26-27 “Think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you 
were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 
But God chose the foolish things of the world to confound the wise…”

- Her community didn’t listen to her because she was wise, well spoken, or 
influential. They listened to her because the gospel has power! 

- Romans 1:16 “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes”

- All she did was opened her mouth and proclaimed the good news. 
- Do no underestimate the power of simply proclaiming the good news of how Jesus 

changed (and is changing) your life.

3. (O)PEN YOUR EYES
- How do we participate in the harvest? John 4:35 “I tell you, open your eyes and look at 

the fields! They are ripe for harvest.” 

- You cannot participate in that which you cannot see. 
- The woman in John 4 could not participate in receiving, or giving, the living water, until she 

RECOGNIZED who Jesus was, and what God was doing.  
- The disciples couldn’t participate until they OPENED their eyes. 

- My prayer lately: “Lord if you’re doing something that you want me to participate in, that I 
am not seeing, please open my eyes to see it.” 

4. (W)ALK BY FAITH 

- 2 Corinthians 5:7 “We walk by faith, not by sight.”
- So, we USE OUR SPIRITUAL eyes (the last point) and walk by faith, which is the 

OPPOSITE of using our earthy eyes to walk by sight. 
- This is the life of following Jesus — a life of faith. 

- I imagine it took some faith for this woman, who’s reputation had been TOTALLY 
blown because of her sin, to go back and share Jesus with the same people who she 
was hiding from, and who were, no doubt, shunning her.

- I imagine it took faith for Peter to stand up and preach the gospel to thousands of 
people, KNOWING that He was not “qualified” to do so? 

- But this is what Jesus did for US. He came to a people who had shunned him and 
rejected Him. 

- And He invites us to do the same. AND IT WILL OFTEN require faith. 

- A couple young women in our congregation… downtown Ventura. 
- The goal: humble, faith filled obedience. THAT is what God asks of us.
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- Jesus did whatever the father asked of Him. And He just obeyed. 
- We can’t control salvation. Salvation is in God alone. OUR JOB is just to be faithfully 

obedient. 
- 1 Corinthians 4:2 “It is required in stewards that one be found faithful.” 
- It is not our job to produce results in the Kingdom. It is our job to be faithful with what 

He’s put in us, and how He’s leading us. He brings the fruit. He brings the results (or not). 

- Is there something that God been stirring in your heart as a way to participate in HIs 
Kingdom advancing? Is Jesus inviting YOU into His work? 

- Can I encourage you to step into that — step out of the boat (in faith) and onto those 
waters with Jesus?

5. (E)MPLOY WHAT YOU’VE BEEN GIVEN 

- I think sometimes we don’t recognize the kind of power we have in us, so we don’t employ 
it. 

- Sometimes, in an effort to make sure that God is the one who gets the glory, we almost 
castrate ourselves, and diminish the authority and power that He gave US. 
- Humility is not devaluing our authority and power, but recognizing the source of it.  
- There is a way to both recognize where the source of our power (humility) AND fully 

embrace and employ that power.  
- Ephesians 3:20 “God is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we can ask or 

think… according to the power that is at work within us.”
- God wants to do exceedingly abundantly THROUGH US.

- But it’s not enough for us to just agree with this. We need to receive it and step into 
it (employ it). 

- I think this is part of what it means to walk by faith — to step INTO who you are in Christ, 
even though (and especially when) that means doing something that is exceedingly 
abundantly above your logic and comprehension. 

- Most of us receive, without a second thought of giving. 
- It’s pretty rare that a person receives a lump sum of money, or a new position of influence  

at work, and immediately asks, “How can I use this to bless others?”
- And it’s the same in the Kingdom. 
- We want to receive the living water, but we don’t want to share it. 
- But it ought not be so. 

- In the Kingdom of God, everything that is that is received, is meant to be given. 
- The quickest way to spiritually DRY UP is and be like the dead see — is to only take in, but 

never pour out.
- John 7:38 “Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow 

from within them.”
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- This was the reason that Ester’s cousin wrote to her in Esther 4 and said, “God has 
blessed you by making you queen, but it’s not just for you. It’s BIGGER than you. God 
has put you there to deliver your people. So SPEAK UP, Esther, Say something. Do 
something.” 

- Esther 4:14 “For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will 
arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but 
that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”

- The spring of living water in you. The gospel in you, is for such a time as this. Don’t keep 
silent about it. 
- God’s gonna do what He’s gonna do. He’s gonna save who He’s gonna save. He doesn’t 

NEED US, to do that. He can use a donkey. But He’d PREFER to use us.   
- In the end it’s US who is gonna miss out. God’s gonna move, either way. I just don’t want 

to miss it. I don’t want the joy that comes from working in the harvest. This is the 
abundant life Jesus promised us. I want to employ that. 

6. (L)ED BY THE SPIRIT & THE WORD
- In Luke 4:1 we see that Jesus was LED by the Spirit, into the wilderness. 
- In Psalm 119:105 we see that the WORD is a lamp unto our feet and light unto our path. 
- Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil, and in the 

wilderness, it was the Word that led His thinking, to combat the lies of the devil. 
- Jesus only did and said the what the Father told Him to. (John 5:19; John 12:49). He 

only DID the will of the Father. 
- So then, Jesus was led by the Spirit IN ORDER TO do the will of the Father, and it 

ALWAYS lined up with the heart of the Father IN scripture. 

- This is the clear testimony of Scripture—your Heavenly Father wants to lead you by His 
Holy Spirit and His Word, to do His will, IN GENERAL, and in specific situations. 

- Right now, He’s wanting to lead you, into specific situations. 
- “How do I know He’s leading me??”
- Well, when it comes to the principles of scripture, it’s pretty obvious. If the word says it, 

then do it. 

- With the leading of the Spirit, it can be a little more vague. 
- The good news is that Scripture is clear that God will lead us by His Spirit — and very 

specifically. 
- The bad news is that we are told exactly HOW this happens. 

- Can it be Audible? A thought? Impression? Feeling? Vision? Dream?
- Sure. We see those things in scripture. 

- Could it be totally practical or circumstantial? 
- Sure. We see THAT in scripture. 

- Can it come through His word. 
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- Absolutely. 
- Will it look the same for all of us? 
- Probably not. 
- Acts 8; 10; 11; 13; 16; 20 — it’s almost always different, how they are led by the Spirit. 

- But the specific leading of the Spirit, will always be in line with the heart of scripture, and 
will sometimes, even COME STRAIT FROM scripture.

- Spirit and Truth work together.
- It’s not ALL Holy Spirit or ALL Bible. 

- There is no power without the Spirit. And there is no plumb line without the word. 
- They work in tandem. 

- The salient point is this: God DOES WANTS TO LEAD US AND HE KNOWS how to speak 
to each of us, IF WE ARE WILLING TO LISTEN AND OBEY. 
- Our expectation of God leading us, and speaking to us, must be accompanied by 

surrender and a willingness to obey.
- This was one of the defining factors of the early church -surrender and a willingness to 

obey.  

7. (L)ET GO OF DISTRACTIONS
- “Recognizing Revival Moments (Part 2)”: woman at the well, couldn’t “recognize” what God 

was doing, and the disciples couldn’t SEE what God was doing, possibly because BOTH 
groups were distracted. 

- In Luke 10, Jesus is at the house of Martha, the sister of Lazarus. 
- Martha is working hard to prepare everything, but not so with her sister.  
- Luke 10:39-42 ‘She (Martha) had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening 

to what he said. But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. 
She came to him (Jesus) and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do 
the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are 
worried and upset about many things, but few things are needed—or indeed only one. 
Mary has chosen what is better”’

- Sometimes, we can be so distracted, (even by things that seem to be worthwhile), that we 
can miss the best thing. 

- Jesus is the greatest treasure. Sitting at His feet obeying His voice is the greatest joy. This 
is the best thing. But we’re so distracted. 

- As a staff, we’ve been praying for wisdom in this season… 
- One of staff members had this dream…  
- Church gathering… 
- People being distracted by all the things 
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- One crew who was all about community. That was their main focus. 
- Another crew was all about health related stuff. The was their main focus. 
- Another crew was all about their outward appearance (body and life).  
- Another crew was just super busy with many, moving from thing to thing. 
- The last person was consumed with consumer mindset — business endeavors, making 

money, church is about what I can get. This was their focus. 
- The keys in the distance… 
- So distracted that they couldn’t even see the keys of the Kingdom lying right there. 

- Matthew 16:19 “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven…” 
- He wasn’t just talking about Peter having these keys. Jesus repeats Himself later using the 

plural form of the word “you”, which means that this is for US too, the keys to the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 

- Keys…. that UNLOCK the Kingdom.
- In light of Luke 11:52, where Jesus says a similar thing, you begin to understand that the 

keys have to do with knowledge. Knowledge of what?
- Knowledge of what Peter just professed right before this in v. 15. Jesus asks him “Who do 

you say I am? Matthew 16:15 “You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God”. 
- THIS knowledge IS the keys.
- The way that we EMPLOY that knowledge is to SPEAK IT — That’s how we use the keys 

to unlock the Kingdom for people. 
- This is the kind of authority and power that Jesus has given us. 
- When the true followers of Jesus proclaim who Jesus is, we unlock the Kingdom to people.
- The problem is… we are so distracted, by so many things (many of them fine things), that 

we don’t even realize the keys are lying on the ground right next to us.
- Perhaps for Esther, the blessing, provision, and favor of God had actually become the,  

distraction from the power and authority, He had given her, for such a time as this. 

- Your heavenly Father loves you so much. He is inviting you to step into all that He has for 
you. It’s a gift. It’s good. It’s the best! He’s not asking you to DO something, as much as 
He’s asking you to JOIN Him in something. 
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