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Today we continue our journey through the incredible Old Testament 
Book of Ruth (8th book in the Bible if you are finding it) 
• And as we work our way through this historic narrative, we learn 
about the hope that God brings to the world. And we learn that by 
watching how God brought hope to and through a woman named Ruth 
and, in this passage, we see how this hope from God shapes the 
character of those who trust in Him. And this is a massive topic for us. 
 
Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side, a man of standing from the clan 
of Elimelek, whose name was Boaz. 
2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the fields and pick up the 
leftover grain behind anyone in whose eyes I find favor.” 
Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.” 3 So she went out, entered a field 
and began to glean behind the harvesters. As it turned out, she was working in a 
field belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelek. 
4 Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters, “The Lord be 
with you!” “The Lord bless you!” they answered. 5 Boaz asked the overseer of his 
harvesters, “Who does that young woman belong to?” 
6 The overseer replied, “She is the Moabite who came back from Moab with 
Naomi. 7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves behind the 
harvesters.’ She came into the field and has remained here from morning till now, 
except for a short rest in the shelter.” 
8 So Boaz said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me. Don’t go and glean in another 
field and don’t go away from here. Stay here with the women who work for 
me. 9 Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and follow along after the 
women. I have told the men not to lay a hand on you. And whenever you are 
thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars the men have filled.” 
10 At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She asked him, “Why 
have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?” 
11 Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-
law since the death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and 
your homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before. 12 May 
the Lord repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by 
the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.” 
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• It's a strange question, but with an important point – What do a job 
interview and a funeral have in common? 

• Both involve a summary of your life. But from two very different 
perspectives. And understanding the difference, will change the way 
you live. 

• Author David Brooks describes the difference as Resume Virtues and 
Eulogy Virtues. Resume virtues are the skills you bring to a job, 
achievements you have accomplished, status you've gained, career 
you’ve built, diplomas and degrees you’ve earned. 

• But eulogy virtues are the ones talked about at your funeral, 
whether you were kind, brave, faithful, honest, sincere 

• See, we would all say character is most important, but is it our 
focus? Even in the church, we have a habit of valuing gifting over 
character.  And Sadly, this leads to a gap between what we claim to 
believe and how we actually behave. (I’ve seen this happen…) 

• Yet when you read the Bible, you learn quickly how highly God 
values character. (Look at the lists of qualifications!)  

• If you are a Christian, I want to remind us today of what godly 
character looks like and why it is so important as a church 

• If you are not yet a Christian, I want you to know that the character 
you need is not something you can form on your own.  

• But the good news for us all is that the character we need comes 
from the hope that we are given in Christ. In every area of life! 

• From friendship to romance, from community to work, the people 
of God are able represent the character of God by the Spirit of God! 

• And one of the great descriptions of good character is found in this 
book. The Book of Ruth is an ancient historical account of how an 
outsider came to be included in the story of God, even being 
included in the family line that would lead to Jesus Christ. 

• And within it, there are multiple expressions of good character. We 
see it first between the widows Naomi and Ruth. But beginning in 
chapter two, we also see it between Ruth and a man named Boaz, 
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who will eventually become married and continue the family line. 
Yes, there will be a bit of romance. But that is not the main point. 

• What is interesting about the way that this love story is told is the 
emphasis. Nothing is said about their appearance, or even their 
achievements. The focus is on their character; their words, their 
behaviour, their treatment of each other and others. 

• So why is character so important? What does good character look 
like? Where does it come from? 

1. The Need for Character (Ruth 2:1-3) 
a. Widowed, destitute, poor and vulnerable, Naomi hears that 

food has arrived in her homeland after a time of famine. And 
she decides to return to Israel. But the availability of food in 
does not necessary mean that she has access to it.  

b. Verse 1 tells us where her best chances lie; a relative of 
Naomi’s husband, Boaz, who is called a worthy man. We learn 
in this chapter that he is a wealthy man, a landowner.  

Ruth 2:1 Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side, a man of standing from 
the clan of Elimelek, whose name was Boaz. 

a. The fact that the word worthy and reputation are used 
highlights the importance of and need for godly character! 

b. Now, the narrator puts him on our radar, but at this point, Boaz 
is not on their radar! For all they know, their best option is to 
go out to any field and pick up the leftovers of the harvest! 

Ruth 2:2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the fields and pick 
up the leftover grain behind anyone in whose eyes I find favor.” 

c. Ruth and Naomi’s experience would depend to a large degree 
on the character of the Israelite community. Why? 

c. Naomi is an insider but who views herself as… 
d. Ruth is an outsider, a Moabite, a country that historically 

rejected the God of Israel. How would they be treated? 
d. So much application for us, and I want you to think about this 

way: If someone comes into our community, and they are in 
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need, and searching for God… what kind of experience will they 
have? What kind of people will we be? 

e. Sadly, a lot of issues that people have with church is not only 
about beliefs, but also about behaviour! It’s about character! 

f. The experience people will have among us and in our groups 
will not only come down to beliefs, but behaviour. 

g. If we truly have the hope in Christ, then people should see the 
fruit of this hope in our character! And it matters! 

John 13:35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love among 
one another." 

h. The survival of these widows would depend on the character of 
the community. And thankfully, God is at work behind the 
scenes, orchestrating their restoration and provision by 
directing them to someone who shows godly character. 

Ruth 2:3 So she went out, entered a field and began to glean behind the 
harvesters. As it turned out, she was working in a field belonging to Boaz, who 
was from the clan of Elimelek. 

i. And here in particular, the character of a man named Boaz. 
And in his behaviour and Ruth’s we see, secondly: 

2. The Marks of Character (Ruth 2:4-10) 
a. Boaz was no random person; he was a relative of Naomi! We 

are told twice in the first 4 verses that he was from the clan of 
Elimelech! An important detail for later! 

b. But here, I want us to see that his character and Ruth’s 
Character can become models for our character. 

c. What does godly character look like? What are some of the 
marks we should long to see in our lives? I want to point out 
three – integrity, generosity and dignity. 

d. Integrity –That’s what integrity means; it means there is not a 
gap between what you claim to believe and how you behave. 
Often times this gap exists, maybe in the workplace 
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i. But not so with Boaz. Notice, he integrates his faith with 
his work.  How do we know this? By looking at what the 
Law of God says to people in his position. 

Deut. 24:19 When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a sheaf, do 
not go back to get it. Leave it for the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that 
the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands’  

ii. This was one of God’s social assistance programs, to help 
the poor and needy! Anything dropped or left standing by 
the harvesters was to remain for the poor 

iii. These laws are given by God, but they needed human 
implementation: would anyone do it? 

Ruth 2:4-7 Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters, 
“The Lord be with you!” “The Lord bless you!” they answered. 5 Boaz asked the 
overseer of his harvesters, “Who does that young woman belong to?” 6 The 
overseer replied, “She is the Moabite who came back from Moab with 
Naomi. 7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves behind the 
harvesters.’ She came into the field and has remained here from morning till now, 
except for a short rest in the shelter.” 

iv. Knowing their boss, Boaz’s men knew that he would 
agree to Ruth gleaning in his field. They had not chased 
her away. They knew his character. And they saw hers! 

v. Knowing and applying it brings integrity.. But it goes 
farther… 

e. Generosity – Boaz goes beyond the basic requirement 
i. A basic and technical fulfilment of the instructions in the 

law were fulfilled: Leave the grain out. But Boaz goes 
beyond this. He ensures that Ruth is going to get more 
than she needs and connects her to the other woman 
who work in the field. So, he says in verse 8 

Ruth 2:8 “Do not go to glean in another field, or leave this one, stay close to my 
young women”.  

ii. For some of us, we think we are fine so long as we don’t 
harm somebody. “I didn't kill anyone today…” 

iii. “I haven’t caused anyone trouble in the church” 



Hope and Our Character | Ruth 2:1-12 

 6 

iv. Good character, according to the Bible, isn’t just looking 
to check the box! It goes beyond basic requirements.  

f. Dignity – He does not take advantage of her. In this situation, 
Boaz has wealth, property and power. And yet he does not 
exploit his workers, nor does he exploit Ruth. 

Ruth 2:9 Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and follow along after 
the women. I have told the men not to lay a hand on you. And whenever you are 
thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars the men have filled.” 

i. He treats her with dignity! 4 times protection is alluded 
to! His concern is for her welfare and protection 

ii. he institutes the first anti-sexual harassment policy! 
iii. He does not take advantage! He seeks her welfare! 
iv. Friends, it is so important that we cultivate dignity in our 

character, that we honor and not violate others. 
v. Without dignity, we can become consumers of other 

people… or even worse. Exploitive or even predatorial! 
vi. The NT says that in the church we are to treat one 

another with respect and honor! This is how we protect. 
This means so exploitation. No racism. No predatorial 
behaviour. These are sinful attitudes and actions that 
Jesus came to save us from! 

g. Good character goes in the opposite direction. Good character 
is not about what you want from people but for people! 

h. How does this happen in us? Maybe we see the gaps in our 
own lives. Well, this passage also reveals, lastly: 

3. The Source of Character (Ruth 2:10-12) 
a. Ruth, we are reminded throughout this story, is a foreigner, she 

is not entitled to the blessings of God’s people! 
b. And yet, Boaz shows her kindness… it was not based on her 

ethnic background, nor her social status, or achievement! 
Ruth 2:10 At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She asked him, 
“Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?” 
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c. See, most groups where you are treated well, you get into in 
based on achievement, our background. Not so with God’s 
family. And this radically shapes your character. 

d. See, if you think that people are only worthy of your kindness if 
they earn it, then you will look down on others you don’t think 
have earned it. (Many of us operate like this! 

e. So, why did Boaz show kindness to Ruth?  
f. Well, first, he remarks on her character! 

Ruth 2:11  Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your 
mother-in-law since the death of your husband—how you left your father and 
mother and your homeland and came to live with a people you did not 
know before.  

g. But for Boaz, Ruth’s character displayed in the kindness she 
showed to her mother-in-law was a reflection of something 
deeper. And the final verses in our passage reveals both the 
source of Ruth’s character and Boaz’ character! Its God! 

Ruth 2:12 May the Lord repay you for what you have done. May you be richly 
rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to 
take refuge.” 

h. Where did Boaz learn to treat others? Who was his teacher? 
God. He is a God of refuge for broken people.  

i. Ruth heard about this God and sought refuge in Him. That's 
where she gets her character. And Boaz knows this God of 
refuge, that what directed his character! He reflected Him! 

j. Boaz understood God to be a missionary God, opening his arms 
to the outsider! And what a beautiful phrase! 

k. See, the church should not be a refuge from Ventura county, 
but a refuge for Ventura county. Grace reminds us of this. 

l. Boaz himself, even though he was an Israelite, knew that he 
could not brag about belonging to God’s people 

Deut. 7:7 “It was not because you were more in number than any other people 
that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all 
peoples” 

m. Growth in our character comes from the grace of God.  
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n. Ruth did not look back to her past, she did not beat herself up, 
nor did she try to make herself worthy. She looked away from 
her poverty and toward the riches of the one who showed her 
grace! She forgot her fears and rested in the promise! 

o. And what makes this good news for us is that this refuge and 
provision is found in the grace of Jesus.  

p. Any student of the Bible will see Jesus and his relationship with 
us in this story… Like Ruth, we are the lost outsider, with no 
claim on God or eternal life! But God has acted in love. 

q. In Jesus Christ, God took the initiative by stepping into our 
world in pursuit of us, to save us! 

r. He looked out for all of our truest needs. At the expense of his 
own life, he came to die in our place so that we would be 
forgiven and provided eternal security and restoration! 

i. He is our refuge! From the penalty of sin! 
s. He went beyond the requirement of the law. Through Jesus we 

are not given what we deserve. But more than that, we are also 
given what we don't deserve! Adoption! Acceptance! 

t. All of this is based on grace! Not because of what is in us, but 
because of what is in him! 

u. The grace of God produces growth in our character. Reflect 
today on how he has treated you, blessed you, is patient with 
you, how he restores you. He forgives us for the character 
issues he wants removed. And he gives us a new start! These 
truths are how the Spirit brings fruit of character in your life. 

i. If you are not a Christian… turn and trust! 
ii. If you are a Christian – confess your need and receive! 

v. All that we must do is come under the refuge of God! 
w. Which means “stop justifying yourselves and just receive!” 
x. He heals the sins and flaws of our character. And he gives you 

the power you need to grow in your character! That is why 
Jesus Christ is called our refuge. Our rest, our help, our hope! 


