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• Today on this Mother’s Day we continue through the remarkable Old 
Testament Book of Ruth in a series called Hope as a Way of Life. 
Why? Because the way we approach difficulty, suffering, setbacks 
and obstacles of life is all based on where our hope lies in life. And 
today, Ruth chapter 2 will help understand the connection between 
Hope and where we find acceptance. 

 
13 “May I continue to find favor in your eyes, my lord,” she said. “You have put me 
at ease by speaking kindly to your servant—though I do not have the standing of 
one of your servants.” 
14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come over here. Have some bread and dip it in 
the wine vinegar.” 
When she sat down with the harvesters, he offered her some roasted grain. She 
ate all she wanted and had some left over.15 As she got up to glean, Boaz gave 
orders to his men, “Let her gather among the sheaves and don’t reprimand 
her. 16 Even pull out some stalks for her from the bundles and leave them for her 
to pick up, and don’t rebuke her.” 
17 So Ruth gleaned in the field until evening. Then she threshed the barley she had 
gathered, and it amounted to about an ephah.[a] 18 She carried it back to town, 
and her mother-in-law saw how much she had gathered. Ruth also brought out 
and gave her what she had left over after she had eaten enough. 
19 Her mother-in-law asked her, “Where did you glean today? Where did you 
work? Blessed be the man who took notice of you!” 
Then Ruth told her mother-in-law about the one at whose place she had been 
working. “The name of the man I worked with today is Boaz,” she said. 
20 “The Lord bless him!” Naomi said to her daughter-in-law. “He has not stopped 
showing his kindness to the living and the dead.” She added, “That man is our 
close relative; he is one of our guardian-redeemers.[b]” 
21 Then Ruth the Moabite said, “He even said to me, ‘Stay with my workers until 
they finish harvesting all my grain.’” 
22 Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, “It will be good for you, my daughter, 
to go with the women who work for him, because in someone else’s field you 
might be harmed.” 
23 So Ruth stayed close to the women of Boaz to glean until the barley and wheat 
harvests were finished. And she lived with her mother-in-law. 
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• The Washington Post recently listed America’s worst fears, and at 

the top, yes, even above snakes, heights, deep waters, clowns, 
needles and confined spaces was… public speaking. There’s an 
enormous pressure! Say the right things, avoid the wrong things 

• But psychologists believe that the main reason for this fear of 
speaking is the fear of rejection. 

• Of the whole range of difficult human experiences, rejection is one 
of the worst, it is a sort of social death. It brings forth a host of 
emotions: outrage, self-pity, bitterness sadness, and pain. For 
underneath the fear of rejection is a longing for acceptance. 

• If we are honest, the search for acceptance is often the driving force 
behind much of what we do. Get the house. Get in shape. Get more 
money. Get the job. Get the raise! Get the reward! Get the boy. Get 
the girl. Please your parents. Please your children! Please the crowd. 
Get accepted. 

• But the Bible tells us that this search for acceptance is only satisfied 
in a relationship with God.  

• When you have the acceptance of God, you can face all the 
rejection in the world. 

• But How do you find acceptance with Him? How do you keep it? And 
how does his acceptance change everything else? 

• We have here in this ancient story of two widows arriving in the land 
of Israel, a picture of how acceptance works for all who place their 
trust in the hope of the gospel. And it reveals three lessons about 
you need to know about acceptance in light of the gospel: 

1. You Acceptance is Unearned (v 14-16) 
a. Ruth is a Moabite. She is an outsider. She was raised in a 

culture of anti-God practices and beliefs. But she married into 
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an Israelite family who had left their own land due to famine, 
but only to experience heartbreak when her husband died. 

b. She has now come to the land of Israel with her mother-in-law 
who, though an Israelite, is bitter and without hope.  

c. Upon their arrival back in Israel as widows in need of food and 
survival, Ruth shows kindness in her willingness to take her 
chances gleaning in the harvest fields, picking up the leftovers. 
But as God would have it, she ended up in the field owned by a 
man who honoured God, and who takes notice of her. They will 
eventually marry, but here we note the way in which his 
acceptance of her represents God’s acceptance of us. Look at 
Ruth and Boaz’ interaction in 2:13-14 

Ruth 2:13-14 May I continue to find favor in your eyes, my lord,” she said. “You 
have put me at ease by speaking kindly to your servant—though I do not have the 
standing of one of your servants.” 14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come over 
here. Have some bread and dip it in the wine vinegar. When she sat down with 
the harvesters, he offered her some roasted grain. She ate all she wanted and had 
some left over” 

d. The significance of this should not be overlooked! For a meal in 
that culture revealed the social dynamics of the culture. 

e. For Ruth, it signalled her inclusion. She was accepted as she 
was an outsider. Even though she was born and raised within a 
culture that rejected God and she had no rights in Israel, Boaz 
welcomes her by grace. But not only that! 

f. The owner seats the foreigner AND serves the foreigner!  
g. She was accepted not because of where she was from or what 

she had done, but who she had become through faith. 
h. Just as Boaz welcomed her as she was, so Jesus Christ 

welcomes us as we are! Not based on what you have done 
i. Not where you are from! But what you have become through 

faith. 
j. The invitation for Ruth points us to the invitation for us. 
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k. What a picture of the grace of God in Jesus! The master 
becomes like the servants in order to bring in the outsider! 

l. In the gospel, Jesus, the true creator and owner of the world, 
he comes to serve us! Lowered himself!  

m. Because of sin, nobody has a right to God’s table, but because 
of Jesus, everyone has an invitation.   

Eph. 2:5-6 by grace you have been saved—6 and raised us up with him and seated 
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus 

n. This is a word we need to hear, specifically, for those who are 
ashamed, and those who are arrogant! 

o. For those who are ashamed, you need to remember, that you 
are accepted by grace! You have a seat at the table regardless 
of what you have done or where you are from! 

p. For those who are a little arrogant (religious), you also need to 
remember that you don't get a seat at God’s table because you 
earned it! 

i. Some of us forget this! You started out knowing you were 
accepted by grace, but then you started to act as if you 
were accepted by your merit!  

q. See if you think that you are accepted on your merit, you will 
look down on those who don't have it! (v 15) 

Ruth 2:15 As she got up to glean, Boaz gave orders to his men, “Let her gather 
among the sheaves and don’t reprimand her. 

r. But you are accepted because of who he is! The only 
qualification is to recognise that you don’t have one! 

s. You need to know first that through Jesus your acceptance is 
unearned but also, that means, secondly! 

2. Your Acceptance is Secure (v 16-17) 
a. She not only eats and is satisfied, but she also leaves with more 

than she can carry! Look at verses 16 and 17… 
Ruth 2:16-17 Even pull out some stalks for her from the bundles and leave them 
for her to pick up, and don’t rebuke her.” 17 So Ruth gleaned in the field until 
evening. Then she threshed the barley she had gathered, and it amounted to 
about an ephah.  
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b. A few weeks’ worth of wages in one day! (Imagine Costco!) 
c. On the one hand this is a moment of generosity from Boaz. But 

it’s actually more than that! His actions were a guarantee, or a 
down payment of what she can expect to enjoy in the future 
from Boaz! (you can stay here!) 

d. This is a beautiful picture of a powerful truth for us all. 
e. Ruth was read during the feast of weeks, or the feast of harvest 

in the Jewish calendar as a reminder of God’s Gift! 
f. We come to the new testament and the church is birthed 

during this feast, also known as the feast of Pentecost… and we 
celebrate the gift of God’s Holy Spirit! On that day a different 
kind of harvest took place… a harvest of souls! brought into 
God’s family! And supplied with the Holy Spirit! When anyone 
believes on the gospel, you are given the Holy Spirit! And this is 
not only about power, but also about promise! 

Eph. 1:13-14 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance… 

a. Our down payment, our guarantee that the completion of our 
redemption is on its way! That the best is yet to come, 

b. Boaz did not only provide on the day but for the future! 
c. Just like Ruth was sent with a promise she could feed upon to 

nourish her along the way, so we are to draw our nourishment 
from the security and guarantee of God’s acceptance shown in 
the presence of the Holy Spirit! 

d. She was satisfied because she “ate”! 
e. In the work we are in, God calls us to spiritual meals 
f. And we must learn to draw upon the reality of his accepting 

grace, feed upon what God has given to us! 
g. Receive the supply! Like Ruth was pointed to the field, God has 

directed us to where we can get our supply! 
a. His Spirit supplies us… but we are to be led and filled with 

the Spirit! 
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b. His word supplies us, like food to our souls… but we must 
give ourselves to reading! 

c. Prayer supplies us, so we must pray! 
h. Doing these things does not create more security, but it 

enables us to experience the security of his acceptance! 
a. Like my children! When I speak words of love to them, 

when I embrace them, I am reminding them of what 
already exists! Their acceptance! 

i. We do not work for acceptance, but from acceptance! 
j. God has not only given us a seat heavenly places, but he has 

also guaranteed our acceptance. The presence of the Holy 
Spirit is a constant reminder of your acceptance through Jesus. 

k. Your acceptance in Jesus Christ is unearned. Your acceptance in 
Jesus Christ is secure. And what happens when you know this? 
Well, we answer that by looking at Naomi, and as we do, we 
learn lastly that: 

3. Your Acceptance is Life-Changing (v 18-23) 
a. The last time we met with Naomi, she was sharing all of her 

bitterness with the community and blaming God for her 
circumstances. She hardly showed any encouragement to Ruth 
who was willing to go out into the field to work for her! 

b. But a new word sounds from her lips! Not bitterness but 
blessing!  

Ruth 2:18-19 She carried it back to town, and her mother-in-law saw how much 
she had gathered. Ruth also brought out and gave her what she had left over after 
she had eaten enough. 19 Her mother-in-law asked her, “Where did you glean 
today? Where did you work? Blessed be the man who took notice of you!” 

c. What a turn-around! But how did she change? The story 
continues. Ruth does not know too much about the man she 
has met. But Naomi certainly does!  

Ruth 2:19b-20 Then Ruth told her mother-in-law about the one at whose place 
she had been working. “The name of the man I worked with today is Boaz,” she 
said. 20 “The Lord bless him!” Naomi said to her daughter-in-law. “He has not 
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stopped showing his kindness to the living and the dead.” She added, “That man 
is our close relative; he is one of our guardian-redeemers.”  

d. Boaz is a close relative… a wealthy and close relative! And 
there are certain obligations that this relative “He is one of our 
redeemers!” According to custom and law, there lies powerful 
opportunities for how Boaz can help Naomi and Ruth as 
relatives. More about this will emerge as the story goes on, and 
we will look at it in detail in the next few weeks 

e. But please note, that Naomi is not changed by the provision of 
food alone… it’s source! In the kindness of Boaz, she sees the 
kindness of God. V 20 

f. She thought that God had abandoned her, for she had left the 
land of Israel…but she sees the evidence that he had not 

g. Here is why it is so surprising: even when she was not seeking 
after God, but God was seeking after her! 

h. And this is what causes her to transform! 
i.  “If God has pursued me, in spite of my attitude now… how 

amazing is this for the future!” 
j. So, she doesn't see the need to keep looking anywhere else. 

Why would she? Why would they go anywhere else? 
Ruth 2:23-24 Then Ruth the Moabite said, “He even said to me, ‘Stay with my 
workers until they finish harvesting all my grain.’” Naomi said to Ruth her 
daughter-in-law, “It will be good for you, my daughter, to go with the women who 
work for him, because in someone else’s field you might be harmed.” 23 So Ruth 
stayed close to the women of Boaz to glean until the barley and wheat 
harvests were finished. And she lived with her mother-in-law. 

a. And in many ways, we live where Ruth and Naomi are here at 
the end of chapter 2… being changed in the present knowing 
that the best is yet to come!  

b. Now, even the temporary things are enjoyed with utmost 
satisfaction because it is connected with something greater! 

c. Whether you are as determined as Ruth or as sulky as Naomi, 
God is the one who pursues us, accepts us and transforms us.  
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d. Her fears of rejection were healed in light of God’s acceptance. 
Its life changing because of what it reveals about God. Though 
we sinned against him, he shows his kindness towards us. That 
is what makes you alive. 

Eph. 2:3-4 Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of his 
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when 
we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 

e. Knowing that God’s acceptance towards me is undeserved yet 
given is the fuel my heart needs to run towards Him, not away f 

f. Knowing that God accepts us as we are, does not mean that he 
leaves us as we are! Experiencing God’s acceptance through 
Jesus changes us, over and over again! 

g. This is our joy! This is our hope! Through his acceptance of me 
now, the rebuilding has begun, and though my transformation 
is not yet complete, I have a guarantee that it is on its way! 

k. So, where are you looking for your ultimate acceptance? If its 
anything other than God, it will never bring redemption. 

l. In what area of your life do you need to know the power of his 
acceptance? Is it in your job?  Is it in your Marriage?  Is it in 
your Singleness? Is it in your parenting? 

h. I invite you to think today specifically about that area in which 
you are longing for acceptance and invite the grace of God’s 
acceptance to change your heart and perspective.  

i. For when you do, you are able to work in your job, marriage, 
friendships without working for acceptance but from 
acceptance. You won’t be driven by an over desire for their 
approval, for you know that in God’s field you have it. 

j. Why would we go anywhere else? To another field? 
k. Your acceptance is unearned. Its secure. And it’s absolutely-

lifechanging because it is based on the gospel. 
• On the cross Jesus experienced the ultimate rejection that our sin deserves so 

that we could receive the perfect acceptance that He deserves.  
• In Jesus, you are accepted! And it's the only acceptance that matters. 


