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• It’s been 471 days since we have gathered for an indoor church service. Some 
of us might be excited! Some of us might already miss the outdoor 
environment. And maybe others are somewhere in the middle. 

• Well, regardless of where we are at, today feels like an important opportunity 
to remind us all of what our gatherings are about, how we should think of 
them, and why they matter. So, we are going to take a quick break from our 
current series through Jonah and look at a remarkable passage from 
Revelation chapter 5. My hope is that the truths we find here would re-orient 
us for this next season going forward. 

 
Revelation 5 NIV Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with 
writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals.2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming 
in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” 3 But no one in 
heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4 I 
wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look 
inside. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven 
seals.” 
6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne, 
encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and 
seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.7 He went and 
took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8 And when he had 
taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. 
Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the 
prayers of God’s people. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: 
“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and 
with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and 
people and nation. 10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our 
God, and they will reign on the earth.” 
11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon 
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the 
living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they were saying: 
“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
strength and honor and glory and praise!” 
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the 
sea, and all that is in them, saying: 
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
    be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!” 
14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 
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A.W. Tozer “God allows things to change in order that he might establish that 
which cannot change” 
• This last year, God has allowed a lot of things to change.  

o Jobs, relationships, homes… 
• Even our gatherings changed! And today, they change again! 
• Some of us might be excited about a change of season. Others might 

be sad... Or even fearful? In any case, it’s more change. 
• But this morning, I want us all to remember this truth: 
• Every season of change is our opportunity to remember what will 

never change: The Reality of Jesus Christ. 
• Indeed, what matters most is that which cannot change: Jesus.  
• So, what does that mean for our Sunday rhythms, our practices, our 

emphasis? What does it mean for you? Well, Rev. 5 reminds us.  
• What we find in Revelation 5 is a picture of a future gathering in 

heaven, which should shape how and why we gather in the present. 
Our Sundays should be like a coming attraction of this future event! 
Our services should be like a signpost pointing towards a glorious 
day when all things are made new! … Our lives should be a sign-post, 
a coming attraction of that glorious day! (People should see us…) 

• How does that happen? By centering and focusing on Jesus. 
• And this morning I want to remind us, or rather allows Revelation 5 

to remind us of what is it about Jesus that shapes our aims, our 
expectations, and our emphasis as a church, and as individuals. 

• Time would fail us to mention them all, but let me remind us of 3.  
1. When We Gather, We Gather to Jesus Our Savior (Rev. 5:1-6) 

a. I’m sure John the Apostle was overwhelmed just writing down 
the Book of Revelation, which contains all kinds of visions with 
vivid imagery and symbols… depicting a literal new creation, 
giving us a glimpse into the future, which should shape how we 
live in the present. But it begins with a twist. Here at the 
beginning of chapter five, in the midst of this heavenly 
gathering, John reaction surprises us! 
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Revelation 5:1-4 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a 
scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals.2 And I saw a mighty 
angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the 
scroll?” 3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the 
scroll or even look inside it. 4 I wept and wept because no one was found who was 
worthy to open the scroll or look inside.  

b. John weeps. Why? Because the world needs to be redeemed 
and, in this moment, he can’t see anyone who can fix it. 

c. Now, to understand this scene, a little explanation is helpful. 
Commentators believe that the scroll in revelation 5 represents 
the title deed to the earth, much like a title deed to a property. 
To open this seal would be like having the legal right to regain a 
lost possession or property! 

d. So, the question here is: Who is the one with the moral, 
spiritual authority to redeem and restore? Who can fix the 
problems in this world? It's a question most people are asking.  

e. But when John looks around, he sees no one… 
f. This is an incredible statement! No hero from the Bible, no 

angel of heaven, no king, no leader, no prophet, no politician, 
no church leader, no politician, no political movement, no 
company, no brand, no style of church, no worship team… no 
one has the authority or power to redeem this world…  

g. Except for one! 
Revelation 5:5-6 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open 
the scroll and its seven seals.” 6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, 
standing at the center of the throne 

h. John lifts his eyes in hopes of seeing the promised victor, a lion 
who would conquer yet he turns and in a shocking scene, sees 
a cut-throated lamb! 

i. The lamb played an important role in the Old Testament 
ii. The blood of the lamb was offered as a sacrifice for sin… 

the people of Israel were taught at the first Passover that 
they would be covered by the sacrifice of another. 
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iii. When John the Baptist saw Jesus in his public ministry he 
declared “behold, the lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world!” 

i. This is Jesus, the Son of God, described here as both lion and 
lamb shows us the great paradox of Christianity: 

j. Victory comes through what looks like defeat, true power 
comes through what looks like weakness, and evil is conquered 
through the sacrificial suffering of Christ 

k. He is our perfect substitute, fully man and fully God 
l. Only the one who is God, the one who came to life for us and 

suffer for our sins, the one who rose from the dead… only He is 
worthy to open the scroll!  

m. When we gather, we gather to Jesus our savior.  
n. This is an obvious point. So why is it an important point to 

make? Because one of our biggest temptations is to misplace 
our hope in all the wrong things.  

i. Our greatest need is to be delivered from sin and made 
new from the inside out. That is deepest problem. If we 
do not see this need clearly, we will place our hope in the 
wrong things… or even lesser things! 

ii. See, its easy, even for churches, to acknowledge Jesus, 
but start emphasizing lesser things than Jesus. 

iii. See, here is the deal. You will be remembered for what 
you are most passionate about. So, think about this last 
season: what were you most known for? What did you 
emphasize the most? “Well, what we REALLY need is…” 

iv. The minute we start emphasizing something else as the 
great solution, is the minute the church loses its meaning 
and communicates the wrong message. 

o. When we gather, we preach the word of God, which always 
points us to the Son of God. And we remember that his work, 
and his work alone, deals with our greatest and most 
fundamental need. Indeed, it is most likely because we are 
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forgetful, that Jesus instituted a practice to remind us of the 
centrality of his sacrifice. It’s called communion! 

p. You might notice today that we have communion available! 
And we do this every Sunday, so that we are reoriented, again 
and again, around the saving work of Jesus!  

q. Do you see here!? Even in heaven, the sacrifice of Jesus will 
never be forgotten! May it not be forgotten by us. 

r. We are saying to the world and each other: he is THE solution 
to the greatest problem and the deepest need of every single 
person. And when we place him at the center, he brings us 
together. And that leads to the second reminder: 

2. When We Gather, We Gather to Jesus Our Source (Rev. 5:9-10) 
a. Now, for the first time in the chapter, another circle around the 

throne is acknowledged! We see it here it in the heavenly 
response and it makes John look around, and what does he 
see? An international community from every tribe tongue and 
people! All gathered around Jesus! 

Revelation 5:9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the 
scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you 
purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.   

b. It was God’s purpose to save and ransom people from every 
nation, every background! And here, we see they are brought 
together and changed together. He is the source of our unity 
and our transformation. That's what is pictured in this 
gathering around Jesus: 

c. He is the source of our unity (he brings us together) 
i. What we see here is that they are united in common 

worship of a common savior! 
ii. In Christ we find a shared identity which leads to a new 

unity and beautiful diversity! 
iii. This is so key in western culture; the need of the 

individual is placed far above the needs of a community. 
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We are so immersed in this it’s almost hard to see, like 
asking a fish where the water is! 

iv. And sadly, this happens in the church, where many of our 
decisions are based on personal preference over biblical 
conviction. The choice of whether to gather on a Sunday 
or go to a community group… is often made only on the 
basis of what “I” get out of it.  

v. Church can become like FB, just loose connections. 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks “The contemporary West is the most individualistic era of 
all time. Its central values are in ethics, autonomy; in politics, individual rights; in 
culture, postmodernism; and in religion, ‘spirituality’. Its idol is the self, its icon 
the ‘selfie’… In place of communities, we have flash-mobs. We are no longer 
pilgrims but tourists. We no longer know who we are or why... The result is that 
the twenty-first century has left us with a maximum of choice and a minimum of 
meaning.”  

d. But if this is how we live then we will never fulfill our call to 
love each other! 

e. Yet God himself is relational and so he has chosen to bring us 
together and to bring about renewal for our County within 
community! 

i. We model this when we gather together! 
ii. We may never know everyone as much as we like… we 

may not like the people we know in this church! 
iii. If anything, this last season has accented all of our 

individual opinions (on many things) but also when it 
comes to church. But we absolutely must remember that 
our preferences are not the point! 

iv. We should not be asking “Do I like this music, these lights, 
this building, those leaders, that group. Not sure about 
the snacks they serve in Kids ministry…” 

v. We should be asking “Does this point me to Jesus? And 
does this help me become like Jesus?” 
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vi. Friends! When we gather in spite of all those differences, 
and they might be real! We are making a public 
declaration that Jesus is the source of our unity! 

vii. And this becomes a visual aid for the gospel, a coming 
attraction of hope for fractured people! 

viii. Each time we gather on Sundays and in other setting, it’s 
like a coming attraction of what will happen in the future! 

f. He is the source of our transformation (he changes us 
together!) 

i. Look again at the response of the crowd to Jesus! 
Revelation 5:10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our 
God, and they will reign on the earth.” 

ii. Christ has not withdrawn from world affairs but, through 
his faithful followers he continues to exercise both his 
royal and his priestly functions… to convey the presence 
and blessing of God to those around us…  

iii. He changes us together! When he is our source and 
center, His work makes you feel as royal as king and as 
clean as a priest! This beautiful phrase “kingdom of 
priests” reveals where we get our power and our purpose 
from. As so, as a kingdom of priests, we receive from him 
and reflect him to the world. 

iv. So, in gathering around and to Jesus, we gather to 
Receive from him and reflect him to the world 

v. When we gather, we receive his word, which does its 
cleansing work in our hearts and minds. 

vi. When we gather, we receive prayer, by which we receive 
direction, healing, power, wisdom from Christ for the 
mission of reflecting him to the world! 

g. This heavenly gathering of people centered on Jesus shows us 
that when we are fully and wholly focused on Jesus, we will 
have a deeper understanding of who we are… and what our 
role is in the world! 
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h. And what is their response to all of this? What does their 
corporate response teach us? THEY WORSHIP. Lastly, 

3. When We Gather, We Gather to Jesus Our Song (Rev. 5:11-12) 
a. It is as they reflect upon the centrality and saving work of 

Jesus, they respond in epic praise! 
Revelation 5:11-12 11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, 
numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten 
thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a 
loud voice they were saying: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive 
power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” 

a. The one who governs our world is not only a creator and 
lawgiver… but our redeemer and savior… and when he is at the 
center… there is JOY! 

b. When they say “You are worthy…” let it sink in… 
c. It is astounding that God, though he could deal with all the 

world through strict and perfect justice has brought us mercy 
and grace… and it was ALL at infinite cost to himself! 

d. In praise we let the reality of who God is sink into our hearts 
e. This is what worship is about… it’s not about our preferences… 

it’s about refocusing our hearts on Christ… AND rediscovering 
our joy in him! Our song is for his glory… but also for our good! 

f. C.S. Lewis describes how his view on praise and worship was 
changed by this truth. Like many of us, he thought giving praise 
to God was the call to give him a compliment (as if God needed 
this!). But he realized that all enjoyment flows into praise! 

g. That's how we were created! “Isn’t she lovely? Wasn’t it 
glorious? Don’t you think that magnificent?” 

h. That’s the way God made us. We can’t help but praise and 
rejoice in what we most enjoy.  

i. AND… in some ways, our enjoyment of something is not 
complete until we praise it! (Me, re-living an experience!) 

C.S. Lewis “I think we delight to praise what we enjoy because the praise not 
merely expresses but completes the enjoyment! It is not out of compliment that 
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lovers keep on telling one another how beautiful they are; the delight is 
incomplete till it is expressed” 

a. The Bible in telling everyone to praise God is doing what all 
people do when they speak of what they care about: Praise! 

b. So then, when we gather together to Jesus, we gather because 
he is our ultimate enjoyment! Our singing and rejoicing 
expresses that and gives him honor and glory! 

c. BUT… it also brings us joy and satisfaction as we sing of him! 
d. This is one of the reasons we make so much space in our 

service for praise and reflection! In fact, one of the reasons we 
have our second set, is because we believe the Word of God 
leads us to the worship of God! It’s as we discover who he truly 
is and all that he has done and will do for us, that we respond 
to him! We try to foster an atmosphere for us to focus on Jesus 
and express Biblical postures of praise! (carpets! Not lighting 
the band, kneeling…) 

e. Every gathering around Jesus, we are re-telling and re-
experiencing the beauty of the gospel. And as we respond, 
Jesus is glorified, and we are satisfied! 

f. So, if my satisfaction in Jesus is incomplete until I praise him, 
then the call to worship and praise is both the most loving 
thing the Bible could call us to and the most glorifying to God! 

g. It is not out of obligation that we see, it is out of joy. 
h. ! It glorifies God and brings joy to our souls. 
i. When we gather, we gather to Jesus as our song and say “YOU 

are worthy. “I am adding up the worth of God! I’m letting it 
sink in!” We are stirring up affection for Jesus! 

a. Where do you need to be re-centered on Jesus? 
b. Your emphasis? Your relationships? Commitment? 

j.  “Behold” it means to “take him into your heart as the one who 
was sacrificed for you!” That s what we are going to do now… 


